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I. INTRODUCTION. 

The purposes and methods of intra-regional comparison merit renewed 

scholarly attention for examining the nature, dynamics and 

implicatibns of contemporary processes of change in Latin America. 

This paper focuses upon the purposes and methods of intra-regional 

comparison with specific reference to contemporary Latin America 

and from the disciplinary perspective of Political Science. 

The increasing complexity of Latin America poses new challenges for 

the understanding of the very notion of ·. "region" as such. If the 

interna! diversity of the Region along cultural, economic, social 

and political dimensions was recognized by informed observers in 

the past, by the 1980s, it has become a fundamental feature, with 

far- reaching implications for theoretical and empirical research. 

This interna! diversity can no longer be ignored in any attempt to 

grapple with the question of which. are the most relevant dimensions 

in any analysis of political change in this part of the world� 

Likewise, these dimensions must be taken into account if we are to 

achieve and adequate understanding of the consequences and 

implications of recent trends relative to issues such as identity, 

interna! heterogeneity and national as well as transnational 

integration. 

The ways through which the economic crisis of the 1980s affected 

the different countries of Latín America and the paths the return 
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to civilian governments took in each case, made the interna! 

diversity of the Region clearer than ever. Today it is a dubious 

undertaking to assimilate to the same regional model the política! 

economies of Chile or Mexico, with those of Brazil or Argentina, or 

these countries' with Peru's or Ecuador's. During the past decade 
---... 

the. countries of Latin America have gone through a drastic re-

structuring of their models of capital accumulation, externa! trade 

and socio-poli ti cal structures. These nation-states ha ve al so 

" experienced drastic changes in their insertion in the global 

.. 

11 

economy and into the international division of labor. They have 

accomodated . to both through different paths. This is clearly 

reflected, for instance, in the dificulties that Chile and Mexico 

are presently confronting in establishing their own policies and 

strategies of regional integration and multilateral cooperation 

with their respective neighbors. In addition, the goals that the so 

called ''majar" countries of the Region have set for themselves in 

terms of the partnerships and alliances they. seek with majar 

international actors, are not easily compatible with intra-regional 

economic integration schemes - such as Mercosur, The Andean Pact, 

1 CARICOM, or MCC . It is illustrative to note that as a matter of 

deliberate strategy, in the case of Mexico, these are much more 

oriented towards the US and towards the search of a closer 

association with North America through NAFTA, than towards her 

neighbors of the South. Meanwhile, in the case of Chile there is 

evidence of considerable lack of interest towards subregional 

integration with MERCOSUR, as the establishment of link�ges with 
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i n t egra t i o n w i th MERCOSUR, a s  the e s t a b l i shment of l ink a g e s  w i th 

Med i t erra n e a n  Europe or w i th the Pa c if i c  R i m  or w i th the US t a ke s 

pre s c edence. 

Pre s e n t  fe atures of i ntra -reg i on a l het erogene i t y are a l s o expre s s ed 

a t  the cu l t ura l a nd po l i t i ca l l eve l s, as we l l  a s  i n  the pra c t i c a! 

cons c i ence of Lat i n  Ameri c an po l i t i c a l  e l i t es. I n crea s i ng l y, t h e s e  

grow i ng d i ffere n c e s  c a s t  a sh adow o f  doubt on the fea s i b i l i t y of 

accep t i ng uncr i t i c a l ly the very concept of Lat i n  Amer i c a .  Th ese 

fea t ures cha l lenge ana l ysts a nd obs ervers t o  exa m i n e what can a nd 

c a n n o t  be u nderstood a s  La t i n  America, g i ven the new a nd c omplex 

mu l t i d i me n s i o na l i ty that her soc ia l ,  econom i c, . 
� 

c u l tura l and 

po l i t i c a l c o nf i gura t i on exh i b i t s  today. Perhaps th ere are many 

Lat i n  Ame r i c a s  for cert a i n  purpo ses, a nd perhaps for others t h e re 

i s  none, g i ve n  t h e  emergence of processes and fe at ures of change 

t h a t  le a d  t o  new a l ignmen t s  that brake t h e  trad i t iona l l i n e s  

thro ugh wh i ch w e  u sed to u nderstand 11 the reg i ona l " .  \'lh a t s e ems 

c l e a r  i s  that a number of fe atures that befare could be i n t u i t i ve l y  

apreh ended under the umbre l l a n o t i on of La t i n  Amer i ca, d o  not 

l o nger e xh i b i t  u s efu l ana l yt i cal value. 

Such het erogen e i t y  and c omplexity is i nternal l y  uneven, depend i ng 

upon countr i e s ,  subreg i o ns or spe c i f i c subnat i o n a l  areas , and i t  

h a s  t o  do w i th h i storic o - c u l tura l matrixes which are qu i t e 

d i ffere n t i ated, a s  well a s  w i th trajector i e s , projec t s  a nd spec i f i c  

dynam i c s  o f  " modern iza t i on " and w i th het erogene i t i e s  i n  terms o f  
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social stratification. To a certain extent this was always so. What 

makes different the present situation is that the increasing 

i�ternationalization of social and economic processes has the 

effect of polarizing and fragmenting these former heterogeneities 

in terms of othe�of reference. The relevant point here is 

that different intra-regional traj ectories have the result of re­

inserting various "parts" of Latín Arnerica in other relevant 

contexts. For instance, countries like Uruguay, Costa Rica and 

Chile rnay be more usefully understood in terrns of Euro­

Mediterranean problernatiques and patterns, while Mexico -it could 

be suggested- increasingly belongs to an infant "North American" 

política! econorny. Ev�n sub-national spaces rnay be reorganized 

according to influences coming frorn different international 

functional systerns of action. Different parts of the sarne nation­

state can thus be connected at the sarne time to a variety of 

transnational . socio-política! networks, frorn which they derive 

their relevant behavioral rules and determinants. 

For the purposes of this paper, however, recognizing the increasing 

interna! differentiation of Latín America has strongly enhanced the 

relevance of cornparative analysis as a tool for understanding this 

Region in theoretically and ernpirically meaningful ways. Within 

such context, intra-regional cornparisons can have a very irnportant 

role.· 

In the present paper we will start by taking stock at the past 

achievernents and shortcornings of cornparative poiitical studies on 

Latín Arnerica, done both by Northern as well as Latín American 
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scholar ly research . We w i l l  then exam i ne the present state of 

comparat i v i sm i n  Lat i n  Amer i can Pol itical Sc ience. In the process 

we i ntend to show why we bel ieve that comparative pol itical studies 

can and ought to be stimu lated in the future . with i n th i s  

framework, we w i l l  set forth the argument that contemporary changes 

i n  the wor ld and i n  the reg ion must be taken i nto account i n  the 

future research agenda for comparat ivists both w i th i n  and outs ide 

the reg ion . In the last part of th i s  paper we w i l l  engage i n  a 

methodolog ical and analytical d i scuss ion about the usefu l ness of 

i ntra-reg i onal compar i sons, and we w i l l  try to es tabl i sh its role 

in soc ial sc ience research . F i nal ly we w i l l  d i scuss sorne spec ific 

areas i n  wh ich comparative pol itical studies can prove spec ial ly 

usefu l and i nteresting as wel l  as sorne of the bas ic i nsti tutional 

requ ierements that ought to be met if the present research agenda 

i s  to advance through fru itfu l paths. 

II. COMPARATIVE APPROACHES AND METHODS ON LATIN AMERICA: LEGACIES 

FROM THE PAST, CHALLENGES FOR THE FUTURE, AND IMPLICATIONS FOR 

COMPARATIVE POLITICAL ANALYSIS. 

Comparat ive studies and approaches are relat ively new i n  the 

Lati n  Amer i can Soc ial Sc iences in general and in Pol i t i cal Sc ience 

. . l 2 1n part1cu ar . A c lear i nterest i n  compara t i  ve approaches and 

ana lys i s  has emerged on ly recent ly within the Region. 
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Several factors account for the ernergence of this new interest. 

Three are particularly worth rnentioning. First, there has been in 

recent years increasing dissatisfaction with the result of studies 

and theoretical exercises derived frorn nation-centered perspectivas 

coupled with the increasing discredit of grand generalizations 

based on supposedly "representativa" features of rnajor countries. 

such dissatisfaction probably arises frorn the fact that all too 

often the "hornogeneity" of the Region has been taken for granted. 

Thus, it has been often assurned that if sorne characteristic was 

found in any part of the Region, it would apply to the rest. This 

assurnption is precisely what an adequate comparativa framework can 

challenge, leading to a more detailed, rich and systematic 

appraisal of variance within the Hemisphere. 

Secondly, in the past 15 years there has been an impressive surge 

of cross-national and cross-regional academic networks, providing 

a highly dynamic framework for intense exchange and cooperation 

between scholars frorn within and outside the region. This is a 

result of the efforts and resources invested by organizations, 

associations and foundations from both sides of the Hemisphere, 

and, to a lesser extent, to the activities of organizations and 

institutions from outside the Hemisphere . 

As a result of significant institutional efforts, such as those of 

the Latin American Studies Association, the American Political 

Science Association, the Ford Foundation, the Inter-American 
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Foundat i o n , the Fu l lbr i ght Comm i s s ion , the Soc i a l  Sc i ence Research 

Counc i l, and of the Consejo Lat i n oamer i cano de Cienc ia s 

S o c iales ( CLACSO) and the Facultad Lat i noamericana de cienc i as 

Soc i a l es ( FLACSO) i n  Lat i n  Arnerica , - a l l of wh i c h  have st irnu l ated 

the exchanges w i t h i n  the Reg i on an d between the Reg i o n  and the 

ac adem i c  centers of the Un i ted St ates , Canad a and Europe- , 

relat i vely den se trans nat ional netw ork s  of scho l ars have emerged . 

Th e members of these networks commun icate w i th their col l eagues i n  

and o ut s i de t h e  Reg i on as a reg u l ar part o f  their own profes s i ona l 

ro ut i n es . The i n s t i t ut ional izat i o n  of cro s s - nat i on a l  and cro s s ­

reg i onal networks o f  profes s i onal exc hange has fu ndamen tal l y  

changed t h e  way i n  wh i ch Lat i n  Amer i can scho l ars ref l ec t  upon the 

Reg i on . I t  has a l s o  exposed Lat i n  Ameri cans to the comparat i ve 

appro ac hes and methods o f  the Area-spec i al i s t s  o f  the N o rth , i n  

part i c ular the U S  and Canada , where comparat i ve analys i s  h a s  been 

more promi nen t s i nce the 19501 s under the en couragement that the 

11Area Stud i es1 1  mode of organ i z i ng research and t each i n g  pro v i d ed 

for i t s  i n s t i tu t i onal izat i on
3

• 

Th i s  i n creas i n g  co ntac t and exchange has prometed new proces s es of 

soc i al i zat i o n  and mu tual l earn i ng and has co ntri bu t ed t o  maj ar 

worthy c o l laborat i ve endeavours. It has a l s o  cont r i bu t e d  to mak i ng 

ev i dent the dearth of comparat ive research on Lat i n  Amer i c a  d o ne by 

the Lat i n  Ameri can scholarly comrnu n i t y ,  a s  oppo sed t o  the 

i mpres s i ve streng th of comparat i ve res earch on the Reg i o n prod uced 

by scholars based i n  the Nort h 4 
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Thirdly, the end of the Cold War and the increasing discredit of an 

intellectual clima te that generated among Latin American 

intellectuals attitudes of suspicion and hostility towards anything 

that carne from the North� accounts for a greater openness of Latin 

American scholars to comparative thinking and a greater willingness 

to abandon traditional attitudes which tended to see North and 

South as enemy blocks only linked by their antagonisms and by 

insourmountable cultural, political and economic contradictions. 

These factors, coupled with the emergence of a new generation ·af 
j 

scholars who have travelled to the North in arder to acquire 

further training in comparative theory and methods, account for the 

emergence in Latin America since the 1980's of new and more open 

attitudes towards comparative analysis and for an increased 

awareness of its relevance for understanding Latin American 

politics. This can be seen with particular clarity in the work of 

Latin American specialists which have attempted to deal with topics 

such as the breakdown of democratic regimes, and later on in the 

efforts represented by studies which attempted �o grapple with the 

processes of transition to democracy and the challenges for the 

consolidation of civilian regimes after the 1970s5• Other Latin 

American authors have also recently undertaken the task of 

approaching the question of civil- military relations 

comparatively6• 

The importance of the emergence of a Latin American production in 
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t h e  s o c i a l  s c i ences wh i ch a ims at compara t i veness c a n•t be 

underes t i mated . However, a good dea l of th i s  l i terat ure s t i l l  

suffers from the l a ck of a d i s t i nc t  compara t i ve method i n sofar a s  

i t  cons i s t ma i n ly o f  ed i t ed vo lumes i nc luding stud i es that focus on 

spec i f i c  countries t h a t  are presented i n  the same vo l ume and that 

a ppear l i nked by a n  i ntroductory or f i n a l  chap ter in wh i c h  one 

a uthor a ttempts to extra ct genera l conc l u s ions o n  the ba s i s  of the 

d i fferent coun try stud ies. In genera 1, h owever 1 the art i c l es 

them s e l ves d o n  n o t  i ncorporate comparat i ve a nd contra s t i ng 

referen ces to other na t i ona l exper iences 1 wh ich preven t s  these 

country s t ud i es from fu nct ion i ng a s  c a se- studies 
7 

proper . 

Regard l es s  of t h e  i ntri ns i c  va l ue of these types of c o l lec t i o n s  of 

a rt i c les a nd es s ays1 nat i ona l ca ses are thus not trea ted from a 

comp ara t i ve pers pective - i t  is left to the reader or to the ed i t or 

of the vo l ume to 1 1 extra ct 11 the comparat i ve elemen t s  from these 

c o l l ect i o n s  of s e l f-cont a i ned monographs. 

Th i s  k i nd of appro ach to " c omp ara t i venes s "  l eads to metho d o l og i ca l  

pro b l ems . The concen trat i o n  o n  one n a t i ona l c a s e  not a ppro a ched 

comp ara t i ve l y  may lead to the effec t of rei n venting the wh ee l over 

a nd over ag a i n, and thus t o  the end l es s  " d is covery11 of " un i que11 , 

" new 1 1  or " spec i fic 11 features of nationa l ca ses wh e n  perh aps these 

u n ique, new 1 or specif i c  fea tures may o n l y  be such due to the 

fa i l ure t o  p l a c e  the country- study with i n  a comp ara tive framework . 

Th i s  methodo l og i c a l pro b l em may be found in many s tudies on urban 

poverty and the popu l ar sectors produced between the 197 0 s  and 

10 
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1980s that constitutes a vast Latín American literature on the 

t . 8 OplC , 

Furthermore, there has been a tendency in such literature to 

describe phenomena such as urban poverty as definitional and 

singular to the condition of underdevelopment, as a manifestation 

of a mode of modernization exclusive of the region -shared only 

with other third world. areas- and its peculiar trajectory9• The 

profuse Latín American literature on the urban popular sectors of 

the Region up until now, not only -in most cases- lack intra-

regional dimensions of comparativeness but also exclude of its 

framework comparative references to the case of the North American, 

or European experiences, not to mention Asia's and Africa's. 

These problems of method stand in contrast with the tradition of 

comparative analysis which flourished in the social sciences of the 

North since the end of World War II, particularly in the US and 

also in Canada. There is no doubt that studies such as Gabriel 

Almond's, James Coleman's, David Apter's, Lucían Pye's, Seymour 

Martín Lipset's, Charles Anderson's, as well as Barrington Moore's, 

to name just a few of the main authors, produced their studies in 

a specific sociopolitical context and saw their work influenced by 

the demands posed to them by the politics of global hegemony of the 

US in the Cold War, as well as by the struggle of the old european 

powers to confront and resolve their colonial and post colonial 

problems. Whatever their strategic rationale may have been, they 
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cons t i  t u t ed t h e  i n i  t i  a l  fo cus of a tra d i  t i on that beyond i t s  

1 i mi t a t i on s  h a s  posed fru i tfu l que s t i o n s , re s e a rch a nd d e b a t e s  

a b o u t  the countri es o f  the South , w i th i n  the scho l a r l y  commu n i t i e s 

of t h e  North . 

Th e a ng l o s a xon compara t i ve Are a - s tud i e s  trad i t i o n up u n t i l  the 

1 970's h a s  t e nded , however, t o  concentra t e  in the s t udy of the 

" ma j ar countr i e s " and t o  take these c a s e s  as repre s e n t a t i v e  of 

phenomena and po l i t i c a l processes of the Reg i o n  as a wh o l e . Th e 

p o t e n t i a l  theore t i c a l s ign i f i c a n c e  of cert a i n  c a s e s  w a s  d i sre g a rded 

ma ny t i mes due t o  the lack of geopo l i  t i c a l ,  de mograph ic, or 

e c onom i c  i mport a n c e  of such c a s e s . Th i s  tendency has been 

trad i t i ona l l y s h a red by s c h o l ars based 1n La t i n  Ameri c a  as we l l .  

Aware n e s s  of the l i m i t a t ions of at te mp t in g to app l y  t o  the e n t i re 

Reg i o n the features of Mexico or South ern Co ne countr i e s  i s  o n l y  

rec e n t , a nd i t  h a s  pro v i ded the oport u n i t y for t h e  r i s e  o f  a new 

compara t i v e  

countr i es . 
10 

l i t era ture on Ce ntra l America and t h e  Andean 

Furt h e rmore , i t  i s  we l l  known that q u i te too often the p erspect i v e 

of a n g l o sa xon compara t ive ana l y s e s  h a s  b e  e n  a f l i ct ed by 

ethnocentri sm, wh i ch h a s  a ffected i t s  conc l u s i ons and predic t i ve 

cap a c i ty .  The pro b l ems th i s  h a s  l e d  t o  i n  the t h e o r i e s  of 

mod ern i za t i on a nd p o l i t i c a l  deve l opment l i tera ture h a ve be e n  a mp l y 

debated a nd d i scusse d
11

• None the l e s s, the comp ara tive s tud i e s  be i ng 

produced a t  pre s e n t  i n  the North exh i b i t  a who l e  new l i t e ra ture 

1 2  
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that has explicitly attempted to overcome the theoretical as well 

as methodological 

ethnocentrism. 12• 
-and ideological- implications of 

By the present decade the development of comparative analysis in 

the North -particularly in the US, Canada and Great Britain- still 

contrasts with the incipient development of comparative approaches 

and methods on regional issues, produced within the Region. As a 

result, sorne of the major comparative material on Latín America is 

still being produced outside the Region. And even though it is 

quite clear that there is today in Latín America an increasing 

generation of scholars �trained in the North- quite familiarized 

with comparative methods of analysis, the Latín American academic 

community faces the challenge of making comparative methods a major 

feature of its own development, lest the gap on the production of 

knowledge on its own Region not only remains but widens, with 

serious implications for the ability of its scholarly cadres to 

make a substantial endogenous contribution to their disciplines. In 

subsequent pages sorne of the paths through which this challenge may 

be met shall be discussed. 

Let us first focus upon sorne aspects of methodological relevance 

for examining the purposes of intra-regional comparison with 

specific reference to the Region. 

III. THE PURPOSES OF COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS. 

13 
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In this section we shall raise severa! questions which we regard as 

central components for approaching Latin America comparatively� 
Taking these aspects into account may be useful as scholarly 

research attempts to build on past experience as well as to 

overcome the shortcomings of former comparative endeavors. 

1. As a point of departure, we wish to suggest that the presence 

or absence of a comparative approach is a question of method: a 

case study on the political process of a specific nation-state may 

or may not be comparative, depending upon whether or not there is 

in such study an explicit reference to that which is known on other 

ca�es.�omparativeness, in other words, must be internalized within 

each case study. It is not the number of cases treated what makes 

for the comparativeness of a study. It is the way in which cases 

are treated what makes them part of a comparatively-constructed 

inquiry. 

2. Comparativa research does not consist in merely joining together 

particular cases in arder to descriptively illustrate differences 

and similarities. Each case must, from the outset, be approached in 

terms of other cases which the researcher has theoretical and 

analytical reasons to believe are variants or instances of sorne 

processes that stand to be examined. The researcher must make sure 

that whatever·specific traits are found in each case are, in effect, 

peculiar to that case and, as such, should be understood in its 

contrast to others. Likewise, similarities become useful, insofar 

14 
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as they are identified with reference to wider sets of phenornena 
. 13 that appear elsewhere . 

p 

3. To assurne an inquiry cornparatively also rneans awareness of the 

dangers of prernature generalization. The researcher rnay easily 

extrapolate frorn one exarnple or instance derived frorn one or a 

group of countires or a group of cases. Many times it is assurned 

that what is valid in one country or unit of analysis rnay easily be 

valid for others belonging to the sarne Region. This is, in fact, 

what often happened in the tradition of studies on rnodels and rnodes 

of developrnent in Latin Arnerica. It is illustrative to rernernber 

that the rnodel of irnport7substitution-industrialization was hailed 

as an adequate description for developrnent processes in the entire 

Region on the basis of the early experience of a group of countries 

such as Argentina, Chile Brazil and Mexico. This also occurred in 

the studies on bureaucratic authoritarianisrn as a concept which was 

too easily applied to contexts and regirnes quite different to those 

that provided the basis for the forrnulation of the original 

14 concept . 

4.  In the task of reforrnulating our traditional assurnptions about 

Latin Arnerica, intra-regional cornparisons have becorne increasingly 

relevant. The Region's heterogeneity and cornplexity is internally 

uneven, depending u pon countries, subregions or specific 

subnational areas and is linked with historical and cultural 

rnatrixes which are internally differentiated and which ernbody 

15 



spec i f i c  modern i za t i o n  tr ajector i es, projects and dyn a m i c s  a nd also 

very d i f f e r e n t  soc i al s t r a t i f i ca t ion structu res . The po i nt t o  be 

emph a s i zed, h owever, is that ack nowledg i ng the increasing i nter nal 

d i f f e r e nt i a t i o n  of Lat i n  Amer i c a  has a nurnber of impli c a t i on s  for 

any fu ture a t t emp t to fo cus comp a r a t iv�ly on the Re g i on . Let us 

me n t i on s orne of the ma i n  ones: 

( a ) There are i s s ues that w i ll be relevant to cer t a i n  subreg i o n s  

and not t o  o t h e r s . Such i s  the ca se, for i n s t a nce, w i th t h e  t a p i es 

and themes of t h e  fragmented or 1 1 i ncompleted11 n a t i on - s ta t e s ,  of the 

t r u n c a t ed o r  a bo r t ed neo- corpo r a t i ve pacts, or of the presence of 

deep soc i a l ,  reg i on a l , ethn i c  or cultural i nt e r n a l  cleav a g e s . 

( b) At t h e  sarne t i me , there a r e  other i s sue - a r e a s  t h a t  i f  not 

spec i f i c  t o  c e r t a i n  subreg ions ( s uch a s  the urban problem , 

i nfrmali ty, corrup t i on, c r i m i lnali ty, etc., ) rnay be d e t e r m i ned and 

a ffe c t ed by subreg i o n- spec i f i c  factors that r e qu i re for the i r  

s tudy a d i fferent tr eatment depend i ng upon the c a s e ,  g i ven the 

pa r t i cular context that fr arnes the a c tual dyn a rn i c s  of t h e s e  more 

g e n e r a l  fa ctor s . 

( e ) I n  add i t i o n, fru i t ful comparative inqui r y i n  La t i n  Ame r i c a  rnay 

requ i r e a n a lyt i c al openess to the pla u sib i l i ty that the 

acc ele r a t i n g  processes of econorn i c a l  and technolo g i cal 

globaliza t i o n  may requ i r e  that the compa rative fr ame of reference 

of La t i n  Amer i c a n  phenomena should be expanded and i n s er t e d  in a 
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wider global perspective. This ought to be done not neccesarily in 

the search of sorne renewed forrn of "universalisrn " and of "grand 

theories " but, rather, as an atternpt to obtain a richer grasp of 

specificities and variants of the observed phenornena. Thus, the 

researcher -in exarnining a wide diversity of topics and issues-

would be wise to begin placing the regional cases in a wider 

context of inter- regional inquiry. 

(d) At the sarne time, it is necessary to assurne the irnplications 

for compara ti ve analysis of the fact that questions which ha ve 

tradi tionally been regarded as region- specif ic or sub-region 

�pecific rnay now have to be viewed as part of increasingly 

globalized dynarnics and processes. Such is the case of a wide array 

of topics and issues such as political culture, political 

corruption, the crisis of the nation-state, the terciarization of 

the econornies -phenornena which are taking place at a global scale-. 

(e) The rnethodological irnplications of conternporary globalization. 

phenornena for conternporary intra-regional cornparative inquiry are 

lar reaching. Thus, we will devote special attention to this point. 

It rnay be fruitful to regard conternporary globalization as a 

double rnovernent whereby sorne problerns and issues are 

internationally and inter- regionally integrated and in that very 

process acquire strong national, regional subnational and local 

specificites At the sarne time, 
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trans nat ional i s sues may generate i n  each country a wider gap 

between soc ial -action systems l i nked to g loba l processes and other 

i ntra- national systems that are unable or unwi l l i ng to i ntegrate. 

Many countr ies may become polar i z ed between cosmopol i tan areas and 

spheres , and others wh ich remain strong ly t ied to local 

determi nants . For example , studies that seek to understand the 

impact of i nternational migration i n  the local politics of certa i n  

countr ies of the North w i l l  often requ ire to con s i der with i n  the i r  

frame of reference not on ly the general features of the national 

polít i ca! system of the country of or i g i n  of the m igrants , but a l so 

the local m i cro-políti ca! networks of certain z ones or v i l lages 

that prov i de a concentrated conti ngent of m igrants 
15 

M igrants 

many t imes keep very strong l inkages with their local commun it ies 

of or i g i n  and do so i n  organ i zed ways , transferr i ng to thei r  new 

hab i tat practices , confl icts, demands and operationa l structures 

that can on ly be ful ly understood in terms of their or i g i nal 

context . At the same time informal networks of family , fr iends, 

relat i ves and partners are bei ng projected at a tr ans nat ional leve! 

and are i ncreas ingly affecting the internal dynamics of nation­

states , particularly their economies, labor relations and culture. 

16 

These new arti culat ions far from imp lying a trend towards 

homogene ity suggest, we suspect , comp lex phenomena of 

differentiat i ng i nterconnection as a fa i r ly novel result of the 

i ncreas i ng presence of i nformal transnat ional l i nkages that bypass 

state-centered channels and whose impl ications requ ire careful 
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scrutiny . 

Thus, it will be increasingly irnportant to include in our 

cornparative analysis o f  Lat í n  Arnerica, local and cornrnunity-level 

studies, as well as urban or micro regional studies, since the 

latter dirnensions are increasingly a f fected by global changes and 

do so in an increasingly dif ferentiated and heterogeneous rnanner. 

Many interna tional linkages do not have the na tion-state as 

protagonist any longer ; but rather interlocal networks whose 

linkea ges are rnade directly, skipping or bypassi�g state frontiers. 

There are rnany articulations and feedback circui ts linking the 

loc a l  and the supranational and viceversa which pose new challenges 

to analysis. The already cited case o f  political relations that 

involve cornrnunities o f  rnigrants can serve as illustration of 

problerns relative to pressure groups and transnational corporative 

interests . 

I nternational Relations specialists have been quite aware in the 

f d 
. . 1' . 17 

past ew years o f  these developments an thelr 1mp 1cat1ons . 

Phenomena that formerly were encapsulated within nation- state 

boundaries have in the recent past gained increased weight in 

foreign spheres and in turn are being affected by the latter to a 

larger extent. For instance, the results o f  labor negotiations in 

the port of Philadelphia rnay becorne crucial to Chilean politics. 

Likewise, a strike by rural workers in California may have direct 

incidence in issues that up until recently might have been regarded 

as exclusive to strictly dornestic the Mexican concerns. Conversely, 
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political violence in Guat emala may r apidly become in t e r n aliz e d a s  

a dome stic p r o blem i n  t h e  US a nd Mexico . This is s o  b e c a u s e  act o r s  

i n  inte r na! co nflict s  c a n  incre a singly p r oject th eir a ct io n s  a nd 

id e a s  a c r o o s  borders a nd u s e  fo reign count rie s a s  s a nc t u a r y, a s  

d e s tination o r  a s  a relevan t  pu blic for their id e a s  o r  d ema n d s, n o t  

t o  m e n tion t h e  c o n s e quences that va st refugee moveme n t s  c a n  h a v e  i n  

t h e  h o s t  countrie s a s  the r e c e n t  experience in Eu rope apt l y  

illu s t r a t e s . 

A n ovel f e a t u r e  of contemporary international p olitics i s  t h a t  

i t  i s  i n c r e a singly p r oce s s e d n o t  only th rough the t r a ditional 

c h a n n els of t h e  p a s t, but also t hrough g rowing n e twork s betwe e n  

s o cial s egme n t s  and s e c t o r s  located in differe nt n a ti o n - s t a te s ,  

giving o rigin t o  t h a t  ambiguous space t h a t  h a s  b e e n  clas sified by 

s orne as belonging into the new real of 11 i n t e r-domes tic 

r ela tion s11
18
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Inte r-d omes tic phe nomena cannot be ea sily a s similat ed t o  

depende ncy t h e o ry . Through in ter-domes tic phenomena w e  m a y  wit n e s s  

i n t e r ac tio n s  t h a t  freque ntly brake t h e  traditio nal a s ymmetrie s o f  

dependency a n d  that take pla ce a t  a level of aggregation that such 

curr e n t  did n o t  s t udy nor s t re s s . More tha n relatio n s  of domin a tion 

or pure exploit a tion, t h e se interaction s  may be d e s c ribed as 

complex games t a king place simult an eosly at several levels and 

involving a g r e a t  diversity of actors, pla ced in va ria ble - sum 

s it u a tio n s  which and feature indet ermin ate coalitional beh avio r .  At 

the same time, in t e rdependencies a r e  in t h e s e  c a s e s  b e s t  c a p t u r e d  
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through noti ons and concepts relevant to soc i a l a ction , to 

"agency" and to the conc rete and s i  tu a ted histor i c a l  performance of 

gr oups who se practi ces a re bes t descr i bed through the log i c  of 

i nter acti ng networks composed of multi ple c hannels a nd 

plur i d i recti ona l excha nges . On the other hand , there i s  a tendency 

to abandon models of analys i s  bu ilt upon the parad igm of structural 

macro- determ i na t i on . The i ncrea s i ng evidence of the developpment of 

many new types of i nter -nati onal connecti v i  ti es ha s impo rtant 

impl i c at i ons not only for the study of internat i onal rela t i ons but 

for the comp a r a t i ve study of na tional poli tical p rocesses as well. 

I n  sum a nd conclu s i on, we would l i ke to suggest that comp a r a t i ve 

a nalys i s  a nd methods that take i nto acc ount bas i c  factor s such a s  

the ones d i scu s s ed above , should help us t o  exam i ne more 

attenti vely the u n i ts of analys i s  required to confr ont the 

methodological challenges posed by thes e dramatic changes , at the 

na t i ona l ,  regi ona l ,  tr ansnational and sub -reg i onal levels and the 

new ways i n  whi c h  a ll of these are bei ng re-art i c ula ted . 

IV. METHODOLOGICAL ISSUES. 

On the bas i s  of the dis cuss i on set forth in preceed i ng p a ges , we 

would l i ke to suggest in thi s  secti on that i n  the process of 

explor i ng the i s sue of how units of analys i s  must be co nstru cted i n  

the study of contemporary regiona l politi c a l  proces ses the 

analyt i c a l  value of categor ies such as "nati on" , "country" , "sub-
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reg i on" , "region", "global", " i ntra -reg ional or " ínter-reg ional" 

must be systemat i c ally quest ioned and put under closer scrut i ny. 

Only a fter go ing through such methodolog ical exerc ise the 

researcher may be f a irly sure that levels o f  aggrega t i on o f  

phenomena that make conceptual and analyt ic al sense have been 

ident i f ied. 

Before proceed i ng f urther, it is appropr i a te to re f l ect upon the 

mean ing o f  the concept o f  " reg ion11 and exam i ne its analyt i cal 

import from the perspect ive o f  condu cting i ntra-reg ional stud ies. 

He contend that the concept o f  "reg i on "  requ i res re-exarn inat i on. To 

assume that th is concept merely re fers to a set o f  geogra ph i cally 

close countr ies may be quite tr i v i a l  for most research purposes . 

Geograph i cal prop i nquity is not - i n  general-- a n  analyt i c ally 

relevant feature that may have an explanatory or descr i pt ive 

mean i ng o f  its own, from the perspect ive of comparative analys is. 

We may ask ourselves why it is that geograph i c al prox i m i ty
. 

has 

become such an irnportant feature i n  modern soc i al sc ient i f i c 

thou ght. We may advance the hypothe sis that up to the 1960s most 

var i ables that were relevant to the foremost quest ions o f  the day 

seemed to be "spat i ally lumped together11• Thus, rnodern izat ion and 

development looked l i ke the exclusive tra its of a set of closely 

pla ced countr ies or soc iet ies, wh ile trad i t i on or ba ckwardness were 

de f ined as everyth i ng outs ide the real or irnag inary boundaries o f  

the developed or modern spaces. Loc a t i on and substant i ve soc i al 
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character i stics were seen as  strong ly assoc iated in  both a spati a l  

and stati stica l way . The role p layed by cultural area-studies in  

th i s  respect shou ld be h ighlighted. Even befare that , s i nce the 

18th century , there wa s an attempt to understand the nature o f  

european cu lture as  def ined by its oppos ition to the East , to the 

South or to the unc i v i l i z ed areas wh ich were conce i ved as  spaces or 

rea lms connected to geography. Thus , Montesquieu and other s chose 

to exp l a i n  the cultura l.di f f erentiating inc idence o f  factors such 

as  c l ima te , la ti tude or topography . Such legacy has repeatedly 

permeated the per spective o f  modern soc i a l  sc iences. However , the 

ref i n ing and deepen ing o f  our comparative per specti ves require that 

a c l oser l ook be taken at the ana lytica l core that líes beh i nd the 

concept o f  reg i on . 

Contemporary soc i a l  s c iences have powerful ly relati v i z ed the notion 

that concrete processes , var i ables and behavi ours can be seen as  

str i ctly associ ated with soc i ogeograph ica l spaces . We have 

witnes sed dur ing the l a st twnty years a grow i ng awareness o f  the 

separate ana lytical  nature of the concepts of moder n ity , traditi on , 

devel opment or backwardness and their usua l corre lates,. and o f  

spatia l dimen s i ons . More than a phys ica l ly descr ipti ve set o f  

categor ies the above are i ncreas ingly seen as  heur i st i c  dev i ces 

that may help i l l um i nate the nature of comp lex processes o f  soc i a l  

change . Thus , the wor ld view under ly ing most o f  the literature on 

the cultura l - area and ear ly modern i z ation theor ies can no l onger be 

taken at f a ce v a l ue .  
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Th e concept o f  region 11 hide s11 the a s s umption t h a t  g e o g r a phic a l  

proximity is a proxy o r  a pote ntia l prima f a cie indic a t o r  o f  

simi l a rity o n  s orne substa ntive account o r  t h a t  p r o ximity i s  in 

it s e l f  a f a c t o r  t h a t  wi l l  tend to make c o u n t ries or s o cieties 

simi l a r. C l e a r l y, such a s s umption shou l d  n o t  be dis c a rd e d  o f f h a nd . 

It mu s t  be s u bmitted to c l o ser and more ca r e f u l scru tiny . We thus 

propase that wh e n eve r we e ngage in the d e f inition o f  11r egio n11 a s  a 

u nit o f  a n a l y sis, we a r e  in f a c t  s aying t h a t  p r o ximity may be a 

c a u s e  or may indica te specif ic t e ndencies t h a t  wou l d  t e n d  to 

h omo g e ni z e  r e l eva n t  a nd specifia b l e  po l itic a l  or socia l proce s s e s  

i n  t h a t  pa rticu l a r  geographic a l rea lm. Bu t i f  we a r e  to be 

con�is t e n t  we t h e n  have to speci f y  the b a s e s  f o r  such a s s umptio n 

a n d  m a k e  them exp l icit . In arder to do so we must ( a )  e s t a b lish 

pr ecis e hyp o t h e s e s  c o n n ecting propinguity with rel eva nt a nd 

o b s e r va b l e  phenomena ¡ (b) s t a t e  which common t r a  i ts make the 

comp o n e n t  uni ts o f  the r egion part o f  a distinguis h a b l e  common 

r e a lm .  P r o ximity or c la s e  interactio n may or may not make t h e  units 

p a r t  o f  a re l a tive l y  s e l f - en c l o sed sy stem of a c tion, h aving it s own 

dis tinguis hing f e a t u r e s  vis a vi s other simi l a r  ma c r o  uni ts or 

r e gion s .  

Let u s  t h e n  sugg e s t  that wh en engaging in comp a rative in t r a ­

r egion a l  a n a l ysis w e  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  en gaging i n  mos t -simi l a r  

c a s e  a n a l ysis but may be, r a ther, (a) te s ting t h e  hypo t h e sis t h a t  

w e  a r e  in f a c t  d e a ling vJith a region; a n d  ( b )  te sting speci fic 

hypo t h e s e s  about the conn ection be tween spa tial proximity a n d  
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Most- similar- case analysis is more strictly analytically bounded. 

It assumes the previous questions about similarity have been solved 

and that we have solid descriptive statements which allow us to 

believe, at least provisionally, that our cases belong into sorne 

relevant common universe or set. Therefore, we may find ourselves 

applying most- similar- case analysis to countries or political 

systems widely separated in space, or most- different- case 

analysis to countries of political systems located within the same 

h. 1 . 21 geograp 1ca reg 1on For instance, we may find it possible to 

compare the political system of Costa Rica and Nicaragua from a MDC 

perspective, or Uruguay and Austria as most similar cases. 

Intra-regional comparisons are not necessarily tied to MSC or MDC 

designs. The· questions to be sol ved and tackled through intra-

regional comparisons are related to establishing whether in a given 

dimension there may in fact be a set of cases which can be decribed 

as " a  region" and to testing hypotheses about the connections that 

closeness may create between different neighbouring polities -most 

often through sorne historical, economic, communicational or 

cultural intervening factors-. Proximity is relevant if it can be 

translated into or related to specific and specifiable connecting 

processes, i.e. , common exposure to sorne political cultural trend 

or experience whose diffusion has been meaningfullyi helped by 

propinquity. 
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Let u s  po i nt out bri e fly a t  the type s of varia b l e s  t h a t  may be more 

i nte resting l y  tre a ted through i ntra - regiona l compa r i s ons . I t  shou l d  

first b e  i nd i c ated that vari a b l es a ssocia ted w i t h  what ever 

d i mens i o n s  ( h i s t o r i c a l ,  cu l tura l , geograph i c a l )  d efin e the g i v e n  

reg i o n c a nnot be contro l l e d  for through th i s  ki nd o f  d e s ig n . Th i s  

i s  be c a u s e  the dummy vari a b l e " reg i o n "  t akes o n l y  one p os s i b l e  

va l u e . We do n o t  rea l l y know whether those vari a b l e s  o r  c l us ters of 

vari a b l e s  

reg i o n we 

p a rt i cu l a r  

opera t e  t h e  way they s eem t o  opera t e  i n  t h e  s pe cifi c 

a re studyi ng e i  ther beca use they on l y  occur i n  such 

c o n t ext or because they are j u st a l oc a l ize d  

ma n i fe s t a t i on o f  more genera l trend s. For ins t a n c e , if we a s sume 

t h a t  La t i n  Amer i c a  -as h a s  been w i d e l y  sugge s t ed in the l i t e ra ture­

is the reg i on where perva s i ve c l i e n t e l ism is a pre eminent feature 

of s o c i a l  and po l i  t ica l trnsac t i o ns , we wou ld o n l y  be a b l e  t o  

mea ningfu l l y e s t a b l i sh t his i f  we examine a t  l e a s t  s orne c a s e s  

out side i n  order to obs erve wh ether 11La tin Americ a n11 c l i e nt e l ism 

a n d  i t s c orre l at e s  are i n  fa c t  l oca l ized , or , on t h e  con trary , 

appear i n  other regions and t hrough simil a r  modes a s  we l l . 

I n tra-regiona l comp arisons are usefu l  for the te s t ing o f  general 

hyp o t h e s e s  conc erning cau sa l or in terpret a t ive s t a t e m e n t s  that have 

been forrn l a t ed in non- region- bound te rms . A gen era l s ta t ement 

a bout e l e c tions and c l i e nte l ism wo r l d - wide c a n  be t e s t e d  u s ing 

c a s e s  w i t h i n  one reg i o n . I f  th ere are rne aningfu l i n tra -reg i o na l 

d i fere n c e s  between countries regard i ng the re l ev a n t  varia b l e s , we 

can fa l s i f y the univers a l i ty hypothesis. O n  the o t her hand , i f  the 
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regiona l  cases seem similar , we cannot be sure that the general  

hypothesis is true. This wil l  obtain on ly if we can pr evious ly 

prove that i t makes a na lytica l sense to ta lk of a region as 

outlined above . We suggest that a l! intra-regiona l comparisons must 

start by a critica! apprais a l  of the ana lytica l p l ausibility of the 

putative region , according to what has been said in pr evious pages , 

i .  e . , that geographica l factors are re l evant in accounting for 

observation s  and that the referent units are common ly affected by 

sorne partic u l ar processes or causes associated with propinquity. 

For each issue we may find ourse lves facing a different c luster of 

units , and the regions may take a different shape. Additiona l ly, 

d f 11 . 
. 21 a n  o ow1ng We 1sman , we could use intra-regiona l comparisons 

for the discovery of variations of a common process or problems. 

This mode wil l  enhance the heuristic power of comparisons provided 

that we have previous ly grounded the assumption that intra-regiona l 

comparisons j ustify an MSC design. 

Intra- regiona l  compa risons may be adva ntageous ly used in a MSC 

mode - -if previosuly grounded analytica l ly--. For instance , one 

intere sting exercise may be to focus upon a group of countries 

which appear at sorne point of time as  simi l a r l y  situated regarding 

certain variables in order to observe differences in their 

evo lution through a given time-trajectory. The study of the 

differentiation of origin a l ly  similar cases can h e l p  us identify 

new r e l evant variables a nd intervening factors as  we l l  a s  to weed 

t . 1 t. 
22 ou spur 1ous corre a 1ons . 
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It may be useful at this point to bring to bear a couple of 

examples of comparative intra-regional studies undertaken for other 

areas of the world. Hugo Heclo's Modern Social Politics in Britain 

and Sweden is a relevant example
23

• In this study Heclo attempts 

to show how civil servants and public bureaucracies can shape the 

social agenda of nations with relative autonomy from civil society 

or political parties. For that purpose he examines the specific 

case of old-age assistance and unemployment insurance in both 

countries. He hypothesizes at the outset show that civil servants 

have framed the terms of new policy-making and the alternatives of 

policy debates. Heclo, however, sees a difference in the depth and 

strenght of the ability of the two states to shape the terms of 

social policy oriented debates. The Swedish bureaucracies are 

described as much more efficient and adroit than their British 

counterparts in this regard. The difference is explained because 

prior to industrialization and democratization, sweden already had 

a well-entrenched pre-modern but centralized public administration, 

which contrasts with the British case, where the centralization of 

civil service carne after the industrial revolution was well under 

way and after the onset of democratization. Thus, the Swedish civil 

service was in a better position, from the beginning, to steer and 

adapt to social and economic changes. 

Heclo takes two relatively similar countries within a given 

geographical area and then proceeds to uncover (a) a "common 
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trait " , name ly , the ability o f  central bureaucracies to  act 

independently f rom socia l pressures; and (b) a dif ference of degree 

in such abi 1 i ty . Once the dif f erence has be en establ ished, a 

heuristic proce ss leads the author to search for sorne hithertho 

unf oreseen f actor that might account for the dif f erence through the 

identification of the questions o f  timing between bureaucrati z ation 

a nd institutiona lization of centra l public service and the para l e l  

processes o f  democratization and industria l deve lopment as  leading 

f actors in exp l aining such dif ference . The comparison works here as 

a way of maintaining most f actors equa l (Sweden and Britain can be 

seen as  r e l ative ly similar and c l ose cases a l ong a number of 

societa l a nd politica l dimensions) so that if dif f erences emerge, 

one can choose within a limited set of a lternative s in the search 

f or a dif f erentiating factor that may at the same time have 

e xplanatory va lue in accounting f or the diverging features of both 

countries' tra j ectories . 

Though not strict ly an area study, Peter Katzenstein's edited 

vo lume Power and P l enty: Foreign Economic Policies o f  Advanced 

Industria l States 24 is a l so r e l evant to il lustrate the rationa l e  

o f  intra -regiona l studies i n  a MSC design a n d  how the boundaries of 

a region may be contingent upon the topic and research problem in 

questio n . Kat z enstein a nd his co-authors bring together a series o f  

country studies o f  deve loped nations in order to examine their 

ability to  manage the �nternational aspects o f  their e conomy and 

interdependence . He compares and contrasts how Japan and 
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cont i n e nt a l  european po l i t i e s  hand l e  t h e s e  a sp e c t s, on the one 

h a nd, w i th the way i n  wh i c h  Bri t a i n  a nd the US go a bout such t a s k s , 

o n  the o t h er . The stud i es gathered i n  th i s  vo l ume uncover that t h e  

former countri e s  are a b l e  t o  use po l i cy i n st ruments t h a t  enab l e  

them t o  i n tervene a t  the l eve l of spe c i f  i c  i ndustr i a l  sec tors ,  

wh i l e  t h e  l a t t er are on l y  a b l e  t o  man i p u l a t e  a ggregate 

macroeconom i c  vari a b l es . 'l'he d i fference i s  t o  be found i n  the 

g l oba l macroh i st ory of the exam i ned c a s e s ,  

pre s e nce of c erta i n  po l i cy i ns trurne nt s . 

c o l l e ct i o n  a l l ows to h i g h l  ight i s  not 

w h i c h  a c ount for t he 

W h a t  t h e  Ka tzenst e i n  

h o l i s t i c  conste l l at i o n  of a spects. I n  

a s i n g l e  

th i s  c a s e  

fa c tor but a 

the advance d 

i nd u s t r i a l  countri e s  can be seen as ana l ogous t o  a reg i o n  ( t h e  

North) , a n d  w h a t  i s  k e p t  constan t i s  the va r i a b l e  1 1 l ev e l  o f  

deve l opm ent 11 • The d i ffe rence t h a t  emerg e s  a n d  h a s  t o  b e  exp l a i n ed 

is the spec i f i c  a b i l i t y  of states t o  m i cro -ma na �e a d a p t a t i o n to t h e  

i nt erna t i ona l po l i t i c a l  eco nomy . 

Th i s  set of stud i e s  are not des igned " t o prov e 11 a 

re l a t i on s h i p  between " l ev e l  of deve lopment11 and " a va i l a b i l i ty of 

po l i c y i n s trum ents 1 1• One cou l d  s t i l l  find that se vera l so c a l l ed 

l e s s  deve l oped countries can a l  so use the same too l s  t h a t  i .  e .  

Fra nce h a s  used i n  order t o  promote ec onom ic a d a p t a t i on t o  the 

wor ld economy . What i s  be ing exp l a i n ed in these stud i e s  are the 

re a s o n s  for the d i ffere nt av a i l a bi l ity of such po l i cy i n s truments 

in s e vera! i ndustri a l ized countri es , what ever the re l a t i o n s h i p  of 

such i n st ruments w i th l eve l o f  deve l opm ent may be. I n  th i s  c a s e  the 

p l au s i b l e  exp l a n a t i on i s  to be f ound i n  the g l oba l and aggreg a t e  
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history of relationships of state an society that differentiate the 

continental ( and japanese) model1 on the one hand 1 from the 

anglosaxon type of trajectory 1 on the other. Nevertheless 1 the 

methodological procedure is clear: a group of countries is selected 

on the basis of their similarity regarding "level of development" 

in order to compare the nature of their management of international 

economic relations in each case. Differences are then uncovered1 

which cannot depend on the developmental "maturity" of such 

economies and states -since these are roughly constant. This leads 

the researchers towards the search for other kinds of differences1 

not previously considered, which, in turn, can illumfnate and give 

rise to new hypoteses -which in this case are "holistic" statements 

about a given type of relationship between state and society-. 

A question that we regard as increasingly important for future 

consideration is related to the forros in which it may be valid to 

compare sub-regions-within-a-region with other sub-regions-outside­

the-original-region (for instance, the Andean and the Balkan 

countries). The subregional units to be cornpared in such cases 

ought to be chosen according to the type of problem and to 

theoretical considerations 1 and not .as frequently occurs 1 for 

reasons of geographical proximity or putatively similar 

sociocultural areas. For instance, in the case of comparing the 

andean subregion and the balkans , one important feature that may 

justify treating them as similar cases along a given dimension is 

the unsolved and potentially explosive pluri-national character of 
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many c o u n t r i e s  i n  both r e g i ons . Th i s  wou l d  a l l ow t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  

exp l a n a t or y  11 v i s i b i l i ty 1 1 o f  d i f f e r en t i a t i ng facto r s , w h i c h  m a y  i n  

t u r n  p e rm i t  t o  p i np o i nt m o r e  prec i s e ly wh a t  i s  i t  t h a t  makes 

e x p l o s i v e  or does not make e x p l o s i ve certa i n  t y p e s  of e th n i c  

c on f l i c t s  o r  makes them con f l i c t i v e  i n  d i f f er e nt w a y s  or t h r ough 

d i f f e r ent p at h s . 

A n o t h e r  way i n  w h i c h  p o l i t i c a l  systems and p r o c e s s e s  c a n  be 

f r u i t f u l y  approached compa r at i ve l y is tak i ng spec i f i c  tap i e s  a s  a 

p o i n t  of d e p a r tu r e . F o r  i nstan ce , i t  i s  not s u f f i c i ent t o  e s t ab l i sh 

that c l i e n t e l i sm i s  a f e a ture o f  many p o l i t i ca l s y s t ems o r  a 

g en er a l i z ed phenomenon that may be found i n  c o u nt r i e s  as d i f f er e n t  

a s  I t a l y , USA , Br a z i l  or Ecuador . Such sta t eme n t s  a r e  s t i l l  

t r i v i a l . The comp a r a t i v e  cha l l en g e  cons i s t s  i n  sp e c i f y ing how t h i s  

theme i s  p r e s e nt a n d  h ow i t  i s  a rt i c u l a ted w i th , a f f e c t s  a n d  i s  

a f f ec t ed b y  t h e  the po l i t i c a l  p roce s s  d e p e n d i ng upon a n  add i t i o na l 

s e r i e s  o f  f a c t o r s . I t  i s  cru c i a l , f o r  i n s t a n c e , t o  e s t a b l i s h 

w h e t h e r  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  are or not country , reg i on o r  s u b - r e g i o n  

spec i f i c .  I t  i s  necessa ry , the n , t o  d e t e rm i ne how i t  i s  that 

c e r t a i n  v a r i a b l e s  wh i ch a r e  present at cer t a i n  l eve l s  of ana l y t ica l 

aggreg at i o n  ( r eg i on , subreg i o n  and s o  f o rth ) i n troduce 

t h e o r e t i c a l l y s ig n i  f icant d i f e r e n t i a t i ng e l em e n t s  i n  th e 

f u n c t i on i ng o f  a type o f  act i on wh ich i n  p r i nc i p i e  h a s  o n l y  b e e n  

d e f i ne d  i n  a v e r y  g e n e r i c  and abstract m a n rie r . Th e s e  s p e c i f i c a t i on s  

h a v e  a doub l e  h e u r i s t i c  va l u e : they open t h e  p o s s i b i l i ty o f  

r e c o nceptua l i z at i on and i n crease t h e  d e n s i ty i nh e r e n t  t o  the 
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investigated category. They also al low to improve our understanding 

of the nature and dynamics of regional subregional or national 

phenomena being observed and to, hopefu l ly, learn more about the 

extent to which these categories are universa l or specific to a 

particu lar level of aggregation. 

1 

In surn, confronting the cha l l enge of deve loping new cornparative 

approaches for the study of Latin American po litics, and given an 

increasingly comp lex analytica l universe, requires the combination 

of conceptual categories and problern -areas with units of anal ysis 

of different levels, in order to enrich and deepen our 

interpretation of empirical data. There is no doubt that there are 

topics which are not relevant to the entire Region and that there 

are others that it wou ld be profitab le to research at the national 

subregional or intra-regional level. However, these co nclusions can 

be reached as a resu lt of comparative analysis and not previous to 

its application. 

Thus, intra-regional comparisons can be resorted to in order 

to test the analytica l plausibility of the concept of region 

itse lf ; to falsify general izations about a group of countries ; and 

as a heuristic device to discover new relevant variables and 

develop new hipotheses ; as well as to discover previously unknown 

sources of variation. This may be done by approaching the topics to 

be examined using either spatial or issue-centered methods. Intra-

regional cornparisons do not entail a priori commitment to either 
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MSC or MDC designs. 

On the basis o f  the previous considerations we sh all now make an 

initial and tentative statement about tapies th at could be 

fruit f ully examined through comparative intra-regional analysis, 

and which open the possibility o f  alternative combinations with 

cross-regional methods of inquiry (along the lines suggested a bove ) 

as well. 

V .  SOME C ENTRAL THEMES FOR A COMPARAT IVE RES EARCH AG ENDA . 

The following list o f fers only a sample o f  sorne o f  the rnost rlevant 

and pressing issues that rnay be included in the f u t ure research 

agenda of cornparative intra -regional studies in Latin Arnerica. 

A. The question o f  Dernocracy. 

The question of dernocracy in its classic sense and under the forrn 

it has developed in advanced industrial countries of the North rnay 

be relevant in the case o f  certain S o uthern Cone countries --Chile, 

Uruguay-- as well as Costa Rica. However, in the case o f  other 

countries of Latín Arnerica, and specifically in the case of the 

Andean countries, we may be confronted with severe di f ficulties 

which spring at least partly frorn the observation that concrete 

political practices , the politica l a nd civic eth o s  a n d  the nature 

o f  micro po l itics in these countrie s  seern to be grounded on very 
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d i f ferent rou t i nes , a ssumpt ion s  and norms . The way i n  wh ich 

po l i t i c a l agents i n  the Andean subreg i on conc e i ve democracy a nd 

po l i t i cs seem to l a ck s orne o f  the rock -bottom tra its that make i t  

1 1  fe a s i b l e 11 i n  the c l a s s ica l mode . The prob l em goes beyond the 

f ramework posed by such not ions a s  1 1  i n fant 11 , 1 1 incomp l et e 11 or 

i n c ip i e nt democr a c i e s . Most of the Andean and S outh Amer ican 

repu b l i ca n  po l i  t i c a l  systems are a s  old or ol der than the ir 

European counterparts . It seems quite i n appropr i a te to ta l k o f  

t h e s e  systems a s  1 1 new11 i n  t h e  same s e n s e  in wh ich w e  c a n  re f e r  to 

th6se of Af r i ca or sorne A s i a n  states ' .  Lat i n  Ame r ican nat ion-states 

have been around for a long t ime . Thus , the fact that they don ' t  

seem a b l e  to produce the same f orros o f  po l i t ica l democracy 

gener ated i n  most o f  the indust r i a l  North , must have s orne other 

cause than j u st 11 i nmatur i ty 11 • The spec i f icity o f  these po l i t i c a l  

sys tems may , there fore , b e  grounded i n  sorne other type o f  factor . 

We w i s h  to sugge�t that at least sorne of these factors must be 

sought for at the leve l of m i cro po l i t i cs , in the s e l f - r a t i on a l ity 

o f  everyday pra c t i ce s , a nd i n  the nature o f  soc i eta l po l i  t i c a l  

cu lture a n d  h a b i  ts at· l arge -whose examinat ion requ i r e s  t o  go 

beyond the l i m i  tations of conventiona l cu ltura 1 determ i n i sm . I n  

order to examine such i s sues comparative l y , it m ight be use f u l  t o  

comb ine severa l ana lytica l approaches . Among these , w e  wou ld l i ke 

to suggest the potent i a l  r e l evance o f  a neo -Tocquevi l i an approach , 

together w i th r a t i ona l-cho ice and game- theor i e s  a s  we l l  as 

h i s t or i co-cu l tura l ins truments of an a l y� i s . Such l i n e s  of  i nqu iry 

m ight be f r u i t fuly comb i ned with speci f i c  compa rat i ve i n s t i tu t i on a l  
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a n a l y s i s , a nd w i th other stud i e s  cent ered i n  g a i n i ng deeper i n s ight 

onto the n a t u r e  of La t i n  Amer i ca n  po l i t i ca l  s t r u c t ure s ,  dynam i c s  

a n d  agenc i e s at t h e  i n t r a - r eg i o na l l eve l i n  order t o  ground the 

nature o f  " th e  common "  and " the spec i f i c " . Compa r i s o n s  between 

" europea n - type " s y s t ems - - Ch i l e ,  Urugu a y , Co s t a  R i c a - - w i th the 

Ande a n  s y s t em s , and between the r e l a t ive l y  s t a b l e  and the u n s ta b l e  

among st the l at t e r , cou l d  b e  a f r u i t f u l  ana l y t i c a l  e n d e a vour , 

w i t h out f orgett i ng t h e  r e l evance o f  f u r t h e r  i nqu i r i e s  a t  t h e  í n te r ­

r eg i o n a l l e ve l
25

• 

Another t o p i c  worthy o f  re newed comp a r a t i ve ana l y s i s  at t h e  i n t r a ­

reg i o n a l l e v e l  i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  author i t a r i a n i s m . We ma y 

d i s t i n g u i s h between l ibera l democr a c i e s , i n c l u s  i o n a r y  a u th o r  i t a r  i a n  

s y s t ems a n d  governments ( i .  e .  Mex i c o ) a nd e x c l u s i on a r y  

author i t a r  i a n po l i  t i  es ( i .  e .  bureaucra t i c - au t h o r  i t a r i a n )  . T h e r e  a r e  

a l s o i nd i c a t i on s  t h a t  n e w  types o f  h y br i d  s y s t ems comb i n i n g t r a i t s  

o f  a u thor i t a r i a n i sm and democ rac y a r e  emerg i ng i n  La t í n  Amer i c a . 

Th e ca s e  o f  t h e  F u j i mor i reg ime i n  Peru and certa i n  a s p e c t s  o f  the 

Menem Ad m i n i s t r a t i on i n  Argent i n a or the Co l l ar de Me l o ' s  

Adm i n i s t r a t i on i n  B r a z i l  may d i s p l a y  t h is hybr i d  pr o f i l e wh i c h  i s  

auth o r i t a r i a n  but n e i ther bureaucra t i c  n o r  i n c l u s i o n a r y  nor 

str i c t l y  popu l i s t i c  i n  the sense in wh i ch popu l i sm has been 

des c r i bed s i nce the 1 9 2 0 s ( t hat i s : a s  a set o f  procedures and 

po l i c i e s  that i n c o rp o r a t e  the i n t e r e s t s  and demands of the m i dd l e  

c l a s s e s  and s e l ected segme nts o f  the work i ng s t r a t a , a r t i c u l a t ed by 

a n a t i on a l i s t i c  d i scourse ) .  Th is new breed of s t i l l  vague l y  def i n ed 
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authoritarian tendencies that coexist with d emocratization efforts 

and id eologies together with the survival of old er autoritarian 

institutions and practices --i . e .  Chile, Paraguay - - present a rich 

variety of situations which may provide comparativists with ample 

" hunting field " for the discovery of new forros of political 

legitimacy, regulation, integration and of new hipotheses 

conc erning the unsol ved question of governanc e and d emacra tic 

consolidation in the region. 

We would also like to suggest that beyond the description and 

analys is of author i tarianisrn at the macro poli ti cal level, the 

comparison of specific institutions, practices and micro political 

relations is called for, in arder to see how authoritarianism and 

participatory tendencies coexist, struggle and adapt to each other 

in specific sett i ngs. This is a relevant endeavour i n  arder to 

further our und erstanding of the Region as a whole. 

Authoritarianism can be seen not only as a characteristic of whole 

systems, but also as a set of entrenched political habits, 

rationalities and routines that shape the everyday business of 

government and political life . Authoritar i anism can also be seen as 

a " way of life " below and be yond the inst i tu tional s t ructures 

i. e .  the authoritar ianism of everyday l ife and of " cornmon sense " - -

26 

B .  The Question of Human Rights . 
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The eth i c a l and p r a c t i c a ! mean i ng o f  huma n r i g h t s  l ooks v e r y  

d i f f e r e n t  i f  s e e n  f r om the per spect i ve o f  h i g h l y  i n st i tu t i o n a l i z a ed 

po l i t i c a l s y s t em s  and c u l tures such as t h o s e  to be f ou n d  in sever a l  

p a r t s  o f  Europ e , the Southern Cone a nd the Ang l o  S a x o n  wor l d , 

r a t h e r  t h a n  f r om the p o i n t o f  v i ew o f  Centr a l  Amer i c a n , Andean or 

Lu so -Amer i c a n  p o l i t i c s . 

The s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  ought t o  be stud i e d  i n  t erms o f  t h e  w a y s  i n  w h i ch 

s u b j e c t i v i t y i s  c o n s t i tuted i n  d i f f er e n t  types o f  po l i t ic a l  

e n v i r o n m e nt s . I t  r e f e r s  t o  the n o t i o n s  o f  " s u b j ect " a n d  o f  

" c i t i z e n " . A r e l e v a n t  comp a r a t ive endea vor m ig h t  be t o  s tudy the 

ways in wh i c h peop l e  s o c i a l l y c o n s t r u c t  t he i r  p u b l i c  a n d  p r í v a t e  

per s o n a s  i n  d i f f er en t  po l i t i ca l contexts both between a n d  w i t h i n  

c o u n t r i e s . O n  the bas i s  o f  our prev i o u s  work w e  c a n  s u g g e s t  t h a t  

i n  t h e  And e a n  wor l d , subj ect i v i t i e s  a r e  e th i c a l ly ,  p s y c h o l og i c a l l y 

a n d  c ommu n i c a t i v e l y  c o n s t r u c t ed , i n  way s  t h a t  a r e  a t  va r i a n ce w i th 

t h o s e  a s sumed by the p r a c t i ca !  r a t iona l i ty o f  moder n i ty , as 

deve l oped s i n c e  the XVI I I  century in Eu rope and l a n d s  co l o n i z e d a n d  

popu l a t ed b y  E u r o p e a n  popu l a t i o n s . Th i s  h a s  key imp l i ca t i o n s  f o r  

po l i t i ca l c u l t u r e - r e l ated d imen s i ons o f  soc i a l  c o e x i s tence , a s  we l l  

a s  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i ng the n a t u r e  and prospects o f  g o ve r n a n c e  i n  t h e  

Reg i on . 

I n  the And e a n  wo r l d  for i n s ta nce , it se ems d i f f i cu l t  t o  l e g i t i m i z e  

a n d  support t h e  s e l f - percep t i on s  o f  p e op l e  o n  the b a s i s  o f  t h e  

p o s t - K a n t i a n  c a n o n  o f  pers onhood a s  co n s t i tut ed a r ou n d  a h a rd c o r e  
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of universalistic rights and duties. This is because wide segments 

of the population and of the elites have not been deeply influenced { 
and aculturated in such self- understandings as derived from the l 

Enlight��ment. The notions of human, political and civil rights 

presuppose· certain culturally-bound forms of and 
1 

subjective self images that are absent or strongly distorted in 

vast segments of the nominal citizenship of these countries. A V 

comparative agenda could delve into the ways in which citizenship 

is actually constructed in distinct environments and on the 

consequences which these different constructions have for 

democratic governance, authoritarianism and the enforcement of 

human, civil and política! rights as derived from a classic 

eurocentric perspective of subjectivity . 

C. Notions such as governability, governance, legitimacy and social 

contract. have preved useful in analysing the process of political 

cnange in Latín America and in the tasks of consolidating civilian 

republican rule. However, these look very different as seen frorn 

the perspective of the Southern Cone , or the Andean countries, or 

· from . central America � The efforts to build nations and states on 

the basi's· of classical "continental" rnodels of governance or anglo 

saxon ideas aboud democracy as · guidelines, may lead to unexpected 

outcomes and trajectories if the social and cultural preconditions 

f?r their implementation are missing . The classic "napoleonic " and 

post-jacobin ideal of a homogeneous, rationally centralized and 

unitarian nation-st�t� may not be feasible as such in countries 
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t h a t  h ave been f ra c tured f rom the ons e t  by deep and u n s o l ved 

et h n ic , reg i o n a l , cu l t ura l a nd soc i a l  c l e a v a g e s . Th e s e  r i f t s  put a 

q u e s t i o n  m a r k  on the f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  e l a bora t i ng and f i nd in g  t h o s e  

common and eg a l i t a r i a n  t e rms on wh ich t h e  f e e l i ngs and i d e n t i t i e s  

t h a t  l a y  a t  t h e  core o f  n a t i onhood c a n  take h o l d . 

The f ou n d i n g  a nd ba s i c a s sumpt i o n s  of mode r n  na t i onhood may be 

l a ck i n g  i n  many coun t r i e s  o f  Lat í n  Arne r i c a  or t h e y  rnay be p r e s e n t  

i n  new a nd u n su s p e c t ed w ay s . Th e s e  rn a y  we l l  r e p r e s e n t  irnpo r t a nt 

d 4 e p a r t u r e s  f rom t h e  c l a s s i c  exper i e nces of j a cob i n  o r  a n g l o - s a xo n  

r ep u b l i c a n i srn .  Cornp a r a t i v e  ana l y s i s  rn a y  h e l p  i l l urn i na t e  d i f f er e n t  

w a y s  i n  wh i c h  t h e  po l i  t i  c a l  a n d  c u l t ura l p r er e q u i s i  t e s  o f  t h e  

c l a s s i c  n a t i on - st a t e  m a y  or rnay n o t  b e  p r e s e n t i n  d i f f e rent s y s t ern s  

a n d  h e l pd d i scover wh i ch a re t h e  m o s t  proba b l e  a n d  f e a s i b l e  p a t h s  

f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  p o l i t i c a l i s n t i tu t i on a l i z a t i a n o f  c iv i l and 

d emocra t i c  g o ve r na n c e , e ven if those v a r i a n t s  rnay d e p a r t  

c o n s i d e rab ly f r om c l ass i c a l rnode l s  and e v e n  f r om e a ch o t h e r . I t  

a l so m a y  p rov i d e  a w i der cornpre h e n s i o n  o f  the rne a n i ng o f  

r e p u b l i c a n i s rn and o f  the v e r y  concept of t h e  11 nat i o n - s t a t e 1 1 • 

D .  Other impor t a n t  comp a r a t i ve tap i e s  t h a t  w e  sugg e s t  rnay u s e fu l ly 

become p a r t  o f  t h e  core o f  intra -r eg i o na l cornpa ra t i ve r e s e a rc h  i n  

L a t í n  Arne r i c a f o l l ow .  

i .  Cur r e n t l y  many Lat í n  Ame r ic a n  p o l it i ca l systems a r e  u n d e rg o i ng 

d e e p  e l e ct o r a l r e a l ig nrne n t s  and sev e r a l p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  systerns are 
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i n  a state o f  f lux . Others , however , d i sp l ay cons idera b l e  stab i l i ty 

and ress i l i ence - -Ch i l e , Uruguay , Costa Rica , Honduras , Colombi a - - . 

I ntra-reg i ona l compa ra t i ve research may help understand better the 

dynam i c s  beh ind crysta l l i z at ion , de-a l ignment and re - a l ignment i n  

po l i t i ca l party systems . Th i s  was not pos s i b l e  be fore the wave o f  

e l ector a l  democra t i z a t i on in  the 19 8 0 s , but now we have i n  most 

coun t r i e s  a sequence of i ncrea s i ng l y  regu lar e l ectora l events that 

can provide the ba s i s  f or such k i nd of  comparat i ve ana lys i s . 

i i . Connected but d i f ferent from the above , the same grow i ng 

regu l a r i t y  and spread o f  a l l  k i nds of e l ect ions may open the door 

for more and better comparat ive e l ectora l res earch in the reg ion . 

Many stud i e s  o f  European and Ang lo- saxon democra c i e s  can be 

rep l i cated and enhanced by the ir adaptation to th i s  Reg i on . Th i s  

may he lp u s  to  expand the number o f  cases that research on 

e lectoral systems outs ide the Reg ion has generated , in order t o  use 

such expanded data-base f or hypotheses-test i ng purposes and for 

research on  the e f f ects o f  the reg ional  or area var i a b l e  on 

corre l a t i on s  f ound e l sewhere . 

i i i . C i v i l -M i l itary relat i ons is  a d imen s i o n  that dese rves 

c on t i nued c l os e  scrut i ny . The future po l i t ica l deve l opment of Lat in  

Ame r i c a  st i l l  depends to a great extent o f  the  abi l i ty o f  po l i t ic a l  

s ystems to  f i nd new ways o f  institu t i ona l i z ing the r o l e  o f  the 

m i l i t ary and c i v i l i a n  contro l over the armed f orces . Democrat i c  
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c o n s o l i d a t i o n  requ i e r e s  s o l v i ng the p r o b l em o f  how t o  d e a l w i th t h e  

l eg a c y  o f  m i l i t a ry i n t e rv e n t i o n i sm and a u t h o r i t a r i a n i sm i n  

po l it i c s . The deepen in g  a nd irnprovement o f  t h e  dernocrat ic 

1 1 q u a l it i e s 11 o f  La t i n  Amer i c a n  governments a l so a r e  l i nked t o  t h e  

r e f orm o f  c i v i l -m i l i t a r y  r e l a t i ons in the h e rn i sphere a nd t o  f i nd i ng 

n ew d e f e n s e  d o ct r i nes and ideo l og i es that a r e  compat i b l e  w i th 

e xt e r n a l p ea c e  and i n c re a s ed pa r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i  t i z e n r y  i n  

nat i o na l s ec u r i ty tasks . I n  a re a s  such as t h i s , comp a r a t i v e i n t r a ­

reg i o n a l s tu d i e s  rnay p r o v i d e  u s e f u l  i np u t s  t h a t  may c o nt r i bu t e  t o  

t h e  Reg i on • s  e f f o r t s  i n  p r e ve n t ing f u t u r e  rounds i n  t h e  secu l a r  

cyc l e  o f  coup s - democra t i c  restor a t i o n - democr a t ic b r e ak d own a n d  

r e n ewed m i l i t a r y  t a k e overs . 

The a bove a r e  j u st a f ew exarnp l e s  o f  s orn e  o f  the most r e l e v a n t 

top i c s  f o r s e t t i ng a comp a r a t ive r e s ea rch agend� i n  Lat i n  Ame r ica . 

T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  v e r y  i nt e re s t i ng f i e l d s  worthy o f  c ompara t i  v e  

r e s e a r ch , sugge s t ed b y  t h e  i ncreas i ng comp l e x  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  Reg i on 

and t h e  p r ob l ems i t f a c e s  i n  the f u t ur e . He re we ha v e  j u s t  

a t t empted t o  p r o v i d e  a samp l e  of sorne o f  the m o s t  i nt e r e s t i ng a s  

w e l l  a s  p re s s i ng q u e s t ions fo r compa r a t i ve po l i t i c s . 

V I . CONCL U S I ONS . 

I nt r a - r e g i o na l comp a r i s o n s  h a ve acqu i re d  renewed r e l eva n ce f o r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a nd re -prob l ema t i z i n g  c o n te mp o r a r y  L a t i n  Amer i c a  - a  
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Region whose drarnatic changes have had profound irnp l ications for 

the definition of its very identity as such-. Sirnultaneously l the 

present vigor of social scientific reflection upon its very own 

theoretical and rnethodological assurnptions alerts us to the tirnely 

adoption of a healthy skepticisrn vis-a-vis traditional assurnptions 

and provides incentives for the search of fresh approaches whereby 

to reflect upon the old and the new features of Latin Arnerica27 • 

These kind of phenornena lead us to ernphasize the need to open our 

disciplinary practices to a perrnanent process of redef inition and 

criticisrn of the units of analysis ernp l oyed in order to adj ust 

thern according to research requirernents de fined thernatica lly and 

not on the basis of a prioristic positions on the nature of the 

world and on the relevant units of ana l ysis. 

Methodologicaly 1 and in the first instance1 we would like to 

suggest that it is convenient to leave aside the tendency to take 

for granted the "substantial" existence of enti ti es such as region 1 

sub- region or world and rnake the definition of such units in 

thernselves a problern worthy of research. To assurne these kinds of 

theoretical and rnethodological approaches rnay lead to establishing 

that, depending upon the topic , relevant units of. analysis rnay 

change . For certain purposes it rnay be useful to take for granted 
__.;;--

the existence of an enti ty called Latin Arnerica 1 but this is 

sornething that1 increasingly 1 each study will have to dernonstrate. 

Researchers rnust keep � open to the possibi lity of new and 
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u n s u s p e ct ed f orros i n  wh i ch the Reg i on , o r  spec i f i c s u b - r e g i o n s  m a y  

be d e f i n ed . A t  t h i s  po i nt , i t  i s  perhaps i nt e r e s t i ng t o  propase 

that r e l evant u n i t s  of ana l y s i s  may be d e f i ned in t erms of 

re l at ive l y  s t a b l e  networks o f  i nt e r a ct i on , endowed w i th s orne 

d e f i n ed degree o f  s e l f -cont a i n ed n e s s  a n d  " th i ck n e s s " .  G i d d e n s  1 

e f f o r t s  t o  d eve l op a theory o f  the s oc i a l  s t ructu r i ng m a y  a t  th i s  

. t 1 t f 1 t b . . 
d 

28 
b . . h p o 1 n  r e s u  u s e  u o e a r  1 n  m 1 n  . : To eg 1 n  w 1 t  , u n i t s  of 

a n a l y s i s  m a y  be d e t e r m i ned o n  the b a s is of c e rt a i n  hypoth e s e s  ex-

a n t e  a bo u t  s y s t ems o f  s u s t a i ned a nd f requent i nt e r a ct i on . I t  m ight 

be u s e f u l  to recuper a t e  the not i o n  of system such as G i d d e n s  u s e s  

i t  i n  o r d e r  t o  d r a w  t h e  l im i ts o f  r e l evant comp a r a b l e  u n i t s  o f  

a n a l y s i s . 

Comp a r a t i ve i nqu i ry on Lat i n  Ame r i c a  must move n o t  on l y  beyond 

premature u n i v er s a l i s a t i o n  and ethnoc e n t r i s m  · -the most b l at a n t  

ma n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  wh i ch h a v e  l ong b e e n  overcome i n  w i d e c i rc le s  o f  

s c h o l a r s  f r om w i t h i n  and w i thout the reg i o n - I t  i s  n o  l on g e r  

su f f ic i e n t  or i nt e r e s t i n g  e nough to see h ow c e r t a i n  cat e g o r i e s  

appear through a ser i e s  o f  d i f ferent c a s e s . I t  i s  more importa nt t o  

s e e  h ow , thr ough the i n t e l ectua l expe r i e n c e  o f  c ompa r i s o n  our own 

a s sumpt i o n s  are que s t ioned , a f fected , f ragmented a n d  f a l s i f i ed o n c e  

c o n f r o n ted t o  s y s tema t i c  r e l a t i v i z a t i on . 

The n ew compa r a t ivenes mu st conta i n  a s t ronger comp o n e nt o f  

t r a n s c u l t u r a l  e n r i chement o f  per spect ives a nd o f  se l f  c r i t i q u e  o f  

i n it i a l p o i nt s  o f  departure . W e  m u s t  move beyond t h e  mere emp i r i c a l 
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ver i f icat ion of  spec i f i c hypotheses and of  taxonornic construct ion , 

and s irnu ltaneous ly atternpt to estab l i sh a tense and a lways 

precar i ous ba l ance between genera l i z at ion and spec i f i c i ty . Genera l 

concepts rnust cont a i n  i n  thernse lves the i r  rnornent of  fragrnentat i on 

and negat i v i ty . The experi ence of  cornparat i ve res earch i s  a l so an 

expe r i ence of  the worth of  what Adorno rnay have ca l l ed " negat ive 

thought " ,  on the tac i t  or exp l i c i t  assurnpt i ons of our theor ies . 

The l atter rnust be seen as inev itably condernned to suf fer the 

e f fects of  perspect ivé that the part icu lar  d i sc i p l i nary and 

cultur a l  s i tuat i on irnposes on the researcher . · But this awareness o f  

t h e  bounda r i e s  that frarne our individu a l  per spect i ves , percept ions 

and bi ases should not be rea son for susp ic ion about the va lue of 

the endeavor but , rather , a way o f  expand ing our awareness o f  the 

cornp l e x i t i es i nherent to a l l  research proces ses . It  can be further 

seen as  a device wh ich enables d i sc i p l i nary prac t i t i oners to widen 

the i r  hor i z ons and insure as  rnuch as pos s i b l e  ag a i n s t  sources of  

con f us ion and p l a i n  error that l i e ernbedded i n  our theor e t i ca l  and 

rnethodo logica l too l s . 

La st but not l east , we shou ld rnent ion that the adoption o f  

cornparat i ve rnethods and of  cornpara t ive a n a l y s i s  as  a fe ature o f  

Lat i n  Ame r i can research i s  not on ly  a rnatter of  wi l l ingness a nd 

awareness about i t s  irnport . I t  i s  a l so a rnatter o f  rnak i ng spec i f i c 

tra i n i ng i n  the theor ies a nd rnethods of  compara t i  ve ana lys i s  

ava i l a b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  Reg i on . The cornpa rat ive approach has  been 

consp i cuous by its absence in univers ity tra in ing in the Reg i o n . 
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Present debates on the reform of higher education should make 

expl icit reference to the issue of comparative methods and 

approaches to further the understanding of the Reg ion within the 

realm of social science training particularly at the postgraduate 

level. The question of curricular development and the inclusion in 

the design of educational programs in the social sciences at the 

graduate level of comparative theories , methods and approaches 

merits open debate among academ�c circles in Latín America. Both 

the presence of a new generation of scholars trained comparatively 

in accredited universities of the North , particularly in the US and 

Canada , as well as the efforts made by foundations to introduce 

comparative analysis in their funding targets , should contribute to 

providing new training opportunities in comparative methods and 

approaches in Lat in American h igher learning centers . Such 

opportunities should result in an increasing. capacity of the 

Reg ion's new generations of scholars to deal with the complexities 

of nat ional , subregional , reg ional and transnational dimensions of 

pressing contemporary issues from comparative perspectives. It 

should also contr ibute to the conf iguration of new generat ions of 

Latín American social scientists with the adequate tools to 

overcome sorne of the problems identified in th is paper. 

International donors aware of the importance of contributing to 

d isseminate the analytical tools for the de-parochialization of 

th inking and to combat premmature generalization in efforts at 

emp irical research and theory building , may well cons ider the 

importar:tce of incorporating in their funding agendas to Latin 
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Amer i ca n  soc i a l  sc i ence i nst i t u t i on s  opportu n i t i e s f o r  t r a i n i ng 1 n  

compa r a t i ve m e t h od s . The w i l l i ng n e s s  o f  t h e  Reg i on ' s  a cadem i a  t o  

conduct comp a r a t i ve a n a l y s i s  i s  there . The t r a i n i ng _  l a g s  beh i nd . 

The i n s t i t u t i o n a l s tr a t e g i es t o  br i dg e  the gap mer i t  s e r i ous 

a t tent i o n . The i n c orpor a t i on o f  compa r at i ve pr ograms a t  the 

u n d e rgra d u a t e  and g r a d u a te l eve l · i n  La t i n  Ame r i c a n  c e n t e r s  o f  

h i gh e r  l e a rn i ng m a y  p r o v i d e  exce l l ent oppor tu n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  j o i n t  

educa t i on , w i th i n  t h e  Reg i on , o f  f u t u r e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  who cou ld 

t h e n  a cqu i re t h e  t o o l s  n e c e s s a ry for a pproach i ng r i g o r o u s l y , 

s y s t e ma t i ca l l y a s  we l l  a s  cre a t i ve l y  n a t i on a l i s s u e s  w i t h i n  broader 

per s p e c t i ve s  as we l l  a s  t o  j o i nt l y  d e ve l op ,  reg ard l e s s  of n a t i on a l  

b o u n d a r i e s , new a t t i t u d e s  towards f r am i ng t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i ng o f  

r e g i o na l , i n t r a - reg i o n a l ,  n a t i o n a l a n d  g l o b a l i s s u e s  f r om f r e s h  a nd 

b e t t e r  gr ounded endoge nous perspect i ves
29

• 

b i og r aph i c a l n o t e  o n  the autho r s . 

Amp a r o  M e né n d e z - C a r r i ó n  . B o r n  i n  Urugua y , n a t u r a l i z ed E c u a d or e a n . 

Pr o f e s s o r  o f  Compa r a t i v e Po l i t i c s  and I nt e r na t i o n a l  Re l a t i on s . H e r  

Ph . D .  d i s s e r t a t i on ( The J o h n s  Hopk i n s  Un i ve r s i ty , 1 98 5 )  o n  t h e  

vot i ng b e h a v i or a n d  u r b a n  po l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  ca s e  o f  

G u a y a qu i l ,  pub l i sh e d  i n  1 98 6  a s  La Conqu i st a  de l V o t o , i s  r e g a rded 
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a s  a c l a s s i c  i n  the s tudy o f  urban po l i t i cs and c l i e n t e l i s m  in 

E c u a do r . Her stud i e s  on .1 s s u e s  of vot i n g  behav i o r , po l i  ti ca l 

cu l t u r e  a nd u r b a n  po l i t i c s  have been pub l i sh e d  i n  Europe , t h e  US 

a n d  L a t í n  Amer i c a . Fo rmer c o n s u l t a n t  t o  UN ESCO , I LO a n d  t h e  Ford 

F o u n d a t i on , among o t h ers , she i s  p r e s e n t l y  s e r v i ng h e r  2 nd term as 

D i re c t o r  of FLACSO-Sede Ecuad o r . She is current l y  p r e p a r i ng a ma j or 

s t u d y  on the qu e s t i on of c i t i z ensh i p  and the pu b l i c  s p h e r e  in the 

A n d e a n  Reg i o n . 

F e r n a ndo B u s t amante . Ecuador e a n , P r o f e s s o r  a t  FLACS O - Ecu a dor i n  

Po l i t i c a l  S c i e nce a nd I nt e r nat iona l Po l i t i cs . H e  h a s  b e e n  i nvo l ved 

in the s t u d y  of c i v i l -m i l i t a ry r e l a t i o n s  i n  Lat i n  Arne r i ca and h a s  

pub l i shed rn a n y  a rt i c l e s  a n d  books o n  su ch top i c  a nd i n  t h e  f i e l d o f  

i n t e rn a t i o n a l s e c u r i ty . H e  h a s  concentra ted i n  top i c s  such a s  arms 

t r a n s f e r s ,  rn i l i t a r y  expend i t ure , nat i on a l s ec u r i t y  doctr i n e s , 

t h r e a t  per cept i o n a nd drug tr a f f i c a n d  v i o l e n c e . Forrner co n s u l t a n t  

o f  FAO ; f o rrner pro f e s s o r  a t  t h e  Un i v er s ity o f  Ch i l e  a nd a t  FLACS O­

Ch i l e . Pre s e n t l y  he i s  the Coor d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  A r e a  of Po l i t i c a l  

S c i e n c e  a t  FLACSO- Ecu ador Cur r e n t l y  r i ght i ng a book o n  the 

i d e o l ogy of rn i l i t a ry r e f orm i srn in Ecuador : 
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Amé r i ca La t i na " ; in Margar ita Lop e z  Maya ( ed . ) ; 

Desarro l l o  y Democrac i a ; caracas ; UNESCO ; Un ivers idad 

Centr a l  de Vene z ue l a ; Ed i tor i a l Nueva S o c i edad . 

1 9 9 1 b " Para Repensar l a  Cues t i ón de l a  Gobernab i l idad desde 

la C iudadan ia : D i l emas , Opc iones y Apunt e s  para un 

Proyect o " ; i n  FLACSO ; Revi sta Lat inoame r icana de 

C ienc i a s  Soc i a l es ; ! l a . Epoc a ; Vo l . 1 ;  N o . 1 ;  1 9 9 1 

NORTH , LI I SA 
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1 9 6 6  C iv il-M ilitary Relat i ons in Argent ina , Chile and Peru . 

Berkeley : Un iversity of California. I nst i tute of 

I nternat ional Stu d i es. 

PERLMAN JAN I CE 

1 9 7 6  The Myth of MArginal i ty :  Urban Pover ty and Politics in 

Rio de Jane iro ; Berkeley ; Un i vers ity of C a l i fornia 

Press. 

PORT ES ALEJAND RO & WALTON JOHN ; 

1 9 7 5  Urban Lat í n  America : the Political Condit i on from Above 

and Below ; Austin ; The University of Texas Press . 

ST EPAN , ALFRED 

1 9 7 9  The State and Society : Peru in Comparative 

Perspective. Princeton : Princeton Un iversity Press . 

VEL I Z, CLAUD I O  

1 9 7 9  The Centralist Tradition of Latin America . Princeton : 

Princeton University Press . 

O ' DONN ELL, GUI LLERMO 

1 9 7 3  Modernizat ion and Bureaucratic 

Authoritarianism : Studies 

in South American Pol i t i cs. Berkeley : U .  of 
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Ca l i for n i a , I n s t i tute of I nterna t i ona l Stud i e s . 

0 1 DONN E LL , GUI LLERMO , P H I L IP P E  SCHMITTER & LAWRENCE WH I T EH EA D . 

1 9 8 7  Tra n s i t ions f r om Author i t a r i a n  Ru l e : Compa r a t ive 

Perspect ives and Tentat i ve Conc lus i on s . Ba l t imore : 

Johns Hopk i n s  Univers i ty Press . 

O ' DONN ELL , GUI LLERMO , P H I LI P PE SCHM ITTER & LAWRENC E  H H I T EHEAD 

19 8 6  Tra n s i t i ons fr om Author i t a r i a n  Ru le : P r o spec t s  f o r  

Democr acy .  Ba l t imore : Johns Hopk i n s  Un iv er s i t y  Pre ss . 

l .  See f o r  i n s t a n ce , A l berto Van K l averen , " Why I nteg r a t i o n N ow? . 
Opt i o n s  f o r  La t i n  Amer i ca " , i n  Peter Smith ( ed . ) ,  The Cha l l e nge o f  
I nt egr at i on : Eu r ope a nd the Ame r i c a s <Tra n s a ct i on Pub l i sh e r s , 1 9 9 3 . 
Ruth Z i mmer l i ng ;  La t i n  Ame r i c a • s  Future i n  Wor l d  T r a d e : Regi ona l 
Versus Wor l d  Ma rket I n t egra t i on . Report on the I nt e r n a t i on a l  
Conference h e l d  on March 2 4 - 2 5 1 9 9 2  i n  Frank f ur t j Ma i n . F r a n f urt , 
Ge rma n y , Fr i e der i c h  Ebert S t i f tung ; A l i c i a  Frohmann , Puent es Sobre 
la Turbu l e nc i a : La Concert a c i o n  Po l í t i ca La t i noamer i ca n a  en los 8 0 ; 
Sant i a go d e  Ch i l e ,  FLACSO , 19 9 0 ,  and Jef f r ey Schot t /  G a r y  Hufbauer , 
" F ree Trade Are a s , The Enterpr i s e for the Amer i c a s  I n i t i a t i ve , a nd 
the Mu l t i l a t e r a l Trad ing System11 , i n  Co l i n  Brad f o rd Jr . 
ed . S t r a t egic Opt i o n s  f or La t í n  Ame r i c a  i n  t h e  1 9 9 0 ' s ,  P a r i s , OECD , 
19 9 2 .  

2 .  Our s t a t ement concerns l a rge l y  comp a r a t i ve po l i t i c s  made by 
l at i n  amer i ca n  sch o l ars . In the Un i t ed S t a t e s  and Europe t h e r e  i s  
a trad i t i on o f  compa rat i ve stud i e s  o n  Lat i n  Amer i c a . However , 
nothw i th s t and i ng the above , there a re sorne i mp o r t a nt e x e p t i o ns to 
t h i s  r e l a t i ve negl ect o f  comp a r a t i v i sm by l a t i n  ame r i c a n s , we wou ld 
l i k e  t o  r e f e r  the r e a d e r  to sorne very i mport ant com par a t i ve s tud i es 
made i n  the r e g i o n . The prob l em is that they h a ve r ema i ned i s o l a ted 
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( a l though sornet i rne s  ma j ar )  e f forts that have not been f o l l owed by 
an irnportant nurnber of practi t ioners . Th is is the case of such 
semina l works a s  Cardoso , Fernando Henr ique & Fa letto Enz a ;  
Depe ndency and Deve l oprnent i n  LAt ín Arner ica , Berke ley & Los 
Ange l e s : Un iver s i ty of Ca l i forn i a  Press . Pub l i shed or i g i n a l lky a s  
Dependenc i a  y Desarro l l o en Amér ica Latina , Me x i co , S i g l o  XXI , 
1 9 6 9 ; G i n o  Gerrna n i , Author itarian i srn, Nationa l i srn, Popu l i srn and 
Fa s c i s rn , New Brunsw i ck , N . J . ; Transaction Books , 1 9 7 7 ; Jorge 
Hardoy , Ri chard Mor se & R i chard Schaede l ,  Ensayos H i s t ó r i co­
Soc i a l e s  sobre la Urban i z ac ión en Amér ic a  Lat i n a ,  Ed ic iones S IAP , 
Buenos A i res , 1 9 7 8 ¡ Jorge Hardoy & Ri chard Schaede l ,  Las C i udades 
de Arne r i c a  LAt i na y sus Areas de I n f l uenc i a ; Ed i c i o nes S IAP , Buenos 
A i res 1 9 7 5 ;  He l i o  Jaguar ibe ; Po l ít i c a !  Deve loprnent : A Genera l 
Theory and a La t í n  Ame r i can Case Study ;  New York ; H a rper and Row ; 
1 9 7 3 ; Amparo Menende z - Carr ión ; La Conqu i s ta de l Voto : de Vel asco a 
Roldós ; Qu ito , FLACSO-CEN , 1 9 8 6 ; C laud ia Ve l i z ; The Centr a l i s t  
Trad i t i o n i n  LAt í n  Amer ica ; Princeton ; Princeton U n i vers ity Press , 
1 9 7 9 ;  Gu i l l ermo O ' Donne l l ; Modern i z a t ion and Bureaucr a t i c  
Author i t a r i a n i srn; stud i e s  i n  South Amer ican P o l i t i c s ; Berke ley ; U .  
o f  Ca l i f orn i a ; I n s t i tute o f  I nternati ona l Stud i e s , 1 9 7 3 ; Gu i l l ermo 
O ' Donne l l , Ph i l ippe Schrni tter and Lawrence Wh i t eh ead ¡ Trans i t i ons 
from Author i tar ian Ru le : Compara ti ve Perspe ct i ves a nd Te ntati ve 
Conc lus i o n s ; Ba l t irnore ; John Hopk ins Univers i ty Press ¡ 1 9 8 7 . 

3 .  Rona l d  C h i l cote provides a very u s e f u l  b i b l i og r aphy o f  
cornparat ive stud i e s  on Lat i n  Arne r ica i n  Ron a l d  Ch i l cote , Theor i e s  
of Cornparat ive Po l i t ics , We s tv i ew Pre s s , Bould er , Col orado , 1 9 8 1 .  

4 .  We want t o  stress that the prob l ern i s  not a l a ck of cornpetent 
La t í n  Ame r i can scholars a nd spec i a l ists who rnay attept or be 
intere sted in cornparat ive research . Such spec i a l i s t s  ex i s t but tend 
to be phy s i ca l ly and i n s t i tut i ona l l y d i spersed a nd are not a b l e  to 
coa le sce i n to a s trong research cornrnu n i ty . We are s t i l l  u n a b l e  to 
reach a stage where more or less  perrnanent and s t a b l e  research 
tearns and cornrnu n i t i e s  are able to provide perma nant a nd conti nuous 
e f f orts t o  the process of comparative in quiry . 

W i th i n  t h i s  s i tuat ion , howeve r ,  sorne nuances rnust be 
i n troduced . For i n stance , in the Southern Cone more prog r e s s  has 
been rnade in th is d i rect ion , a nd i n  that sub-reg ion we f i nd the 
prom i s i ng beg i n ings o f  a more stabl i shed a nd regu l a r  cornpara t i ve 
pol í t i c a ! s tud i e s trad i t ion . See : Enr ique Ba l oyra ( ed . ) ,  Cornpa r i ng 
New Dernocr a c i e s ,  Trans it ion and Conso l i dat ion i n  Med i t erranean 
Europe and the Southern Cone , Boulder , Co lorado ¡ We stview Press , 
1 9 8 7 ; Gu i l l e rmo O ' Donne l l , Ph i l ippe Schrn itter & Lawrence Wh itehead , 
Trans i t ions f r orn Authoritarian Ru le ; B a l t irnore ¡ Mary l a nd ; John 
Hopk i n s  U .  Press ; 1 9 8 6 ; L . W . Goodrnan , J . S . R . Mende l s on & J . Ri a l ; The 
Mi l it ary and Dernocrat i z at ion . The Future o f  C i v i l M i l it ary 
Re l at i on s  i n  Lat i n  Arner ica ; Le x ington , Mas s . ¡ D . C . Heath ; Le x i ngton 
Books , 1 9 9 0 ;  
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5 .  5 .  See for instance the papers by sorne Latin Amer ican 
author s in David Col l ier ' s The New Author itariani sm in Latin 
Amer ica ¡ P r i nc eton , Princeton Un ivers ity Pres s , 1 9 7 9 . Also , G ino 
German i ,  op. c it . ; O ' Donne l l , Schmitter and Wh itehead ; op . c it . ; 
and G u i l lermo O ' Donne l l , Phi l ippe Schmitter and Lawrence Whitehead ; 
Tra n s it i on s  from Author itar ian Ru le : Prospects for Democr�cy ;  
B a l t imore , John Hopk ins Un ivers ity Press , 1 9 8 7 ; Fernando Henr ique 
cardo s o ; Aut or ita r i smo e Democrat i z acao , Rio de Jane iro , Paz e 
Terra , 1 9 7 5 ;  Marce l o  Cavaro z z i ;  Autoritar i smo y Democracia 1 9 5 5 -
1 9 8 3 ,  Buenos A ires , Centro Ed itor de América Lat ina , 1 9 8 3 ;  Manue l 
Anton i o  Garretón ; " Pr oyectos , Trayector i a s  y Fracasos de los 
Reg imenes M i l itares del Cono Sur , Un Ba lance " ;  in Alternativas ; 
Sant i ago , C ERC , No . 7, · Enero-Abr i l , 1 9 8 4  ; J .  Labastida de l Campo 
( ed . ) ;  D i ctadores y D i ctaduras ;  Mexico , S i g l o  XXI ; 1 9 8 6 ; Norbert 

Lechner ; E stado y Po l ít i ca en América Lat i na ; México ; S iglo XXI ; 
1 9 8 1 ;  Franc i sc o  Roj as ( ed . ) ;  Autor itarismo y Alternat ivas Popu l ares 
en Ame r i c a  Lat i na ; San Jose , Costa Rica ; FLACSO ¡ 1 9 8 2 ; 

6 .  See for i nstance sorne papers by one of the author s :  Fernando 
Bustamant e ; " A l gunas Conc lus iones e Hipótes is en Torno a l  Problema 
del Control C i v i l  sobre las FFAA y la Conso l idación Democrát ica en 
l o s  P a i s e s  And inos " ,  FLACSO Documento de Trabajo No . 3 3 3 ; Sant iago­
Chi l e , 1 9 8 7 ; 6 . F ernando Bustamante ; " E l Desarro l l o  de las FFAA de 
Ecuador y Colomb i a . Una Revis ión Comparat iva " FLACSO , Documento de 
Trabaj o  No . 3 4 6 ;  Sant iago-Ch i l e , 1 9 8 7 ; Fernando Bustamante ; " Los 
M i l itares y l a  Creación de un Nuevo Orden Democrát i c o  en Perú y 
Ecuador " FLACSO ; Documento de Trabajo No . 3 7 0 ; Sant iago-Ch i le , 
1 9 8 8 ; A l s o  s e e : Augusto Varas ed . : P a z  Desarme y Des arro l l o  en 
Amér i c a  Lat ina ; GEL eds . Buenos Aires , Argent ina , 1 9 8 7 ;  Augusto 
Varas ( c oord inador ) : La Autonomía M i l itar en Amér ica Lat ina ; 
Editor i a l Nueva Soc i edad , Caracas , Vene zue l ,  1 �8 8 ; Augusto Varas 
( ed . ) :  Democracy under Siege : New M i l itary Power in Lat in America ; 

Greenwood Pre s s , Connecticut , 19 8 9 ; Goodman , Mende l s on y R i a l  
� comp . ) :  L o s  M i l itares y la Democrac ia ; PEITHO , Montev i deo , 1 9 9 0 . 

7 .  I n  fact , s ing l e-country case stud ies can be methodologi ca l ly 
comp arat ive i f  the s ing le case is treated w ith reference to other 
contexts and if those contexts are brought in in order to 
i l l um i nate the spec i f ic prob lem be i ng investigated . There are very 
good examp l e s  o f  th is , for instance the study by Amparo Menendez ­
Carr i ón ; LA Conqu ista de l Voto : de Ve lasco a Ro ldó s ; Q u i to ; FLACSO­
CEN ; 1 9 8 6 , in wh ich the ecuadorean case is treated in a comparative 
mode . 

8 .  See , A l e j andro Portes and John Walton ; Urban La t i n  Amer ica : the 
Po l i t ica l Cond ition f rom Above and Below ; Aust in ; The Un ivers ity of 
Texa s Pres s ; 1 9 7 5 ,  a lso ; Irving Lou is Horowit z ;  Masses in LAtin 
Ame r i ca n  ; New York ; Oxford U .  Press , 1 9 7 0  and Ja n i ce Per lman ; The 



Mvth of MArgi na lity: Urban Poverty and Po l i tics in Rio de- Jane-.iro ¿: .· 
Be�ice l ey ; Un iversity of Ca l i fornia Press ; 1 9 7 6 . - · - - - - - - - - · -

9 .  For a Ins ight f u l  cr itique o f  convent ional views o f  urban 
rnarg ina l i ty , see ; Janice Perlrnan ; Op . Cit . ; and Alej andro Portes & 
John Wa l ton , op . c i t . 

1 0 . The a lready quoted stud ies on rn i l itar isrn by Fernando 
Bustarnante can be an exarnp le of the se , a l s o , The outst and ing book 
by Cather i ne Conaghan 
Arturo Escobar & Sonia A l varez ( eds . ) ;  The Mak i ng o f  Soc i a l  
Movements in Latín Arner ica : Ident i tv, Strateov and Democracy ;  
Boul der , Co l orado ; Westv iew Press ; 1 9 9 2 ; Al fred Stepan ; The State 
and S o c i ety: Peru i n  Cornparat ive Perspect ive ; Princeton ; Pri nceton 
Univers ity Press ; 1 9 7 8 ; Ede lberto Torre s -Rivas ; Centroarneri c a  Hoy ;  
Mexi co ; S ig l o  XXI ; 19 7 5 ;  

1 1 . See David Apter ¡ The Po l itics of Modern i z at i o n ; rn  Un ivers ity of 
Chicago Press , 1 9 6 5 ¡ Sarnue l Hunt ington ; Pol í t i c a !  Order in Changing 
Soc i et i e s ; New York ; Yale Univers ity Pre ss ; 1 9 6 8 ; John Johnson ; 
Po l i  t i c a l  Change in Lat in Arnerica , The Ernergence of the Midd le 
Sectors ; Stanford , Stanf ord Univer s ity Press ; S . M . Lipset y A .  
S o l a r i ; El ites in Latin Arner ica ; New York ; Oxf ord Univers ity Press ¡ 
1 9 6 7 ¡ for examp les of what we say . 

1 2 . We may rnention , arnong others works such a s : Char les Anderson ; 
Po l i t i c s  and Econornic Change in Lat í n Arner ica ; Pri nceton ; Van 
Nostrand and Co . ;  1 9 6 7 ; David Col l i er ( ed . ) ¡ The New 
Author ita r i an i srn in Lat ín Arner ica ; Princeton , Princeton Un ivers ity 
Press ; 1 9 7 9 ; Catherine Conaghan ; op . c it . ; L i i s a  North ¡ C iv i l ­
Mi l i tary Re lat ions in Argent ina , Ch i l e and Peru ; Berke l ey ,  
Uni ver s i ty o f  Ca l i forni a ; Inst itute of Internationa l Studies , 1 9 6 6 ¡ 
Al f red Stepan ; The State and Soci ety: Peru in Comparative 
Perspect ive ; Princeton ; Pr inceton Un iver sity Press ; 1 9 7 9 ¡ to narne 
only a few cornparative studies by no rth arner ican scholars , which in 
our v i ew avoid the pit f a l l s  of rnany arnong ear ly rnodern i z at i on 
scho la r s . 

1 3 . A l though here we are not spec i f i ca l ly i ntere sted in ínter­
regi ona l cornpari sons , it rnay wel l  be worth not i ng that it rnakes 
sense to propose that extra reg i ona l ref erenc es may const itute an 
exc e l l ent too ! of a potent i a l  not suf f ic ient ly exp lored yet . The 
spec i f ic ity of reg iona l processes rnay be bet ter under st ood i f  they 
are contrasted with a more uni versa l  range of cases and spa t i a l  and 
time spheres . It could lead to f ind ing new and d i s t i nct ive features 
that rnay eas ily escape to obs ervation due to the ir cornrnon presence 
in the region . We cou ld a l so uncover certa in f e atures that we 
cons idered pecu l i ar beca use they had not stood the compara t i  ve 
test . 
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1 4 . As f ormul ated in Gu i l lermo O '  Donne l ls p i oneer text ; 

Modern i z at i on and Bureauchrat ic Author itar i a n i sm : Stud i e s  i n  South 

Amer i can Pol itics ; Berke ley ; Un ivers ity of Ca l i f orn ia , I n st i tute o f  

I nternati ona l Studies , 1 9 7 3 

1 5 . on migrants and squatters , their or igins and mea ns o f  

adaptat ion to the urban environment , w e  suggest see i ng : Frank 

Andrews and George W . Ph i l l ips ; " The squatters in L ima : Who They Are 

and What They Want " ; in Journa l of Deve l opi ng Areas ; 4 : 2  ( January 

1 9 7 0 ) ; Wayne Corne l ius ; Pol i t ics and the M igrant Poor i n  Mex i c o  
City ;  Stanf ord , Stanf ord Univers ity Press ; 1 9 7 5 ,  and A l e j andro 
P ortes ; op . cit . 

1 6 . on th i s  see : James Capora so ( ed . ) ;  The El us ive State : 
I nternat iona l Comparative Perspectives ; Newbury Park ; London , New 
Delhi ; S age Publ icati ons ; 1 9 8 8  . 

1 7 . See Roberto Keohane and Joseph Nye ; Poder e I nterdependenc i a ;  
l a  Po l í t i ca Mund i a l  en Trans ición ; Co lecc i ón Estud i o s  
I nternac i on a l es , Buenos Aires ; GEL : , 1 9 8 8 . 

1 8 . See Stephen Krasner ¡ Structural Conf l i ct :  the Th ird Worl d  
Aga inst Global Libera l i sm ;  Berkeley and Los Ange l e s ; Un i vers ity o f  
Cali fornia Press ; 1 9 8 5 ; Jeann ie Lincoln and E l i zabeth Ferr i s  ( ed s . ) ;  
The Dynamics o f  Lat ín Amer ican Fore ign Po l i c ies : Cha l l e nge s for the 
E ighties ; Co lorado ; Westview Press ; 1 9 8 4  and Abraham Lowentha l ;  
Partners in con f l i ct . The Un ited States and Lat í n  Amer ica ; The J ohn 
Hpk ins Un ivers ity Press ; Baltimore and London ; 1 9 8 7 . 

1 9 . We suggest that the art i cle by Ca rlos Waisman " Pro spects f or 
I nter -Reg i onal Compari sons : Pol it ical  Processes in The S outhern 
Cone and Western Europe " ,  in th i s  vo lume of f ers a very i nterest i ng 
compar i s on between the ana l itical d i f f erences o f  intr a - a nd ínter­
reg i ona l compar isons . 

2 1 .  See Car los Wei sman ; op . ci t . 

2 1 .  Car l os Wai sman ; op . cit . 

2 2 . Th i s  was done by Bustamante in compar ing the devel opment o f  
m i l itary profess i ona l ism i n  Ecuador and Colomb ia through the 1 9 th 
and 2 0th centur i e s . At the beginn i ng of the XIX century C o l ombia 
and Ecuador went through very s imilar stages of mi l itary war l o rd i sm 
and the ir p o l i  tica l  structure l ooked s imi lar . But the i r  c iv i l ­
mi l itary relati ons evolved i n  divergi ng d i rect i ons . B y  know i ng 
whi ch var i ables were constant through both cases it was p o s s i b l e  to 
deve lop new ins ights on wh ich ones made the d i f ference i n  the 
spec i f ic cases under ana lys i s : the structure and p o l i t i ca l  
competences of both countr i e s ' civi l ian e l ites , among other 
f actors . See Fernando Bustamante ; " E l  Des arro l l o  de l a s  FFAA de 
Ecuador y Col ombi a .  Una Revi s i ón Comparat i va "  FLAC SO , Documento de 



-· 

Trabajo No . 3 4 6 ; Santiago-Ch i l e , 1 9 87 . 

2 3 . Hugh Hec l o ; Modern S o c i a l  Po l it i c s  in Brit a i n  and Swede n ; N ew 
Haven ; CT ; Y a l e  Un ivers ity Press ; 197 4 . 

2 4 . Peter K a t z e n ste i n ; Between Power and P l enty : Fore ign Econom i c  
P o l i c ies o f  Advanced I ndustr i a l  States ; Mad i son ; W i s co n s i n ; 
Univers ity o f  W i s cons in Press ; 197 8 . 

2 5 . On the i s sue o f  democracy and on the importance o f  que s t i o n i ng 
its concept , spec i f ica l ly in the case of andean countr i e s , s e e , 
Amparo Menend e z -Carrión ; " Democrac i a s  Pendi entes y Repr e s e nt a c i ó n , 
Po l ít i ca e n  Amé r i c a  Lat i na " , en Margarita Lop e z  Maya ( ed . ) ;  
Desarro l l o  y Democra c i a ; Caracas ; UNESCO , Un iver s idad Centra l  de 
Vene z ue l a ; Ed i t or i a l  Nueva Soc iedad ; 1 9 9 1 ,  and Amparo Menende z ­
Carr i ón ; " Para Rependar l a  Cuestión de l a  C iudadan í a . D i l emas , 
Opc iones y Apuntes para un Proyecto " ;  in FLAC S O ; Revi sta 
Lat inoamer i cana de Cienc i a s  Soc ia les ; ! ! a . época ; V o l . 1 ;  N o . 1 ;  
1 9 9 1 .  

2 6 . Thi s  d i scuss ion o f  author i tar i a n i sm has been undertaken by 
Amaparo Menend e z - CArr ión , spec i f i c a l ly f or the c a s e  o f  the andean 
c ount r i e s , s ee : Op .  C i t . 19 9 1b 

27 . See H e i n z  S onntag ; Duda/Certe z a / Cr i s i s : La Evo l u c i ó n  d e  l a s  
Cienc i as Soc i a l es en América LAt ina ; UNESCO ; Caracas ; 1 9 8 8 . 

2 8 . Anthony G iddens ; Las Nuevas Reglas d e l  Método S o c i o l ógi c o ; 
Amorrortu ; Buenos Aires ; 1 9 8 7 , and Anthony G iddens , Jonathan Turner 
at a l ; La Teor i a  S oc i a l  Hoy ;  Al ianza Ed itor i a l ; Mexi c o ; 1 9 9 3 . 

29 . See Amparo Menendez -Carr i ón ; op . c i t . 1 9 9 1 a  and 1 9 9 1b .  
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